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= Shri Jadav Payeng =

Shri Jadav Payeng, popularly known as Forest Man of India, is an environmental activist and
forestry worker from Assam. Over the course of several decades, he planted and tended trees on a
sandbar of the river Brahmaputra turning it into a forest reserve.

2. Born on October 31, 1959, at Jorhat, Assam Shri Payeng studied up to class X. After completion
of his study, he started taking care of his livestock at the sandbar area of the river Brahmaputra. At
the age of 16, he encountered a large number of reptiles that had died due to excessive heat after
floods washed them onto the tree-less sandbar. Moved by their plight, he began planting bamboo
and other plants and also tried to conserve the self grown plants. Gradually it turned into vast area
of forest within 30 years.

3. Shri Payeng's efforts became to be known to the authorities and the reporters in 2008, when they
went to enquire about the wild life there. They were surprised to see such a large area of dense
forest. The big conservation of forest has been known as 'Mulai Kathoni'. It was published in the
various newspapers such as ' Dainik Janambhoomi' in 2010, in 'The Times of India' and in the TV
channel DY -365.

4. Shri Payeng and his efforts have been the subject matter of a number of documentaries in the
recent years including a documentary 'Forest Man' by William Doggolas Mekemaster and Mike
Rishkey of Canada ,'Foresting Life by Shri Aroti Sribastob.

5. Shri Payeng has received various awards and honours including Diamond Award; DSP Black
Rock, Sanctuary Wild Life Awards; Widlife Service Award, 2012; RBS Earth Heros Awards 2013;
RBS Green Warrior Award; Ecological Restoration Award; Balipara Foundation Award, 2013 in
Association with Sanctuary and local Partner Aaranyak; Karmavoqi Award, 2014 from The
International Association of Lions Clubs etc.
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