Padma Shri

SHRI JOYNACHARAN BATHARI

Shri Joynacharan Bathari, a retired Govt. servant of Sub Divisional office Haflong is
well known for traditional folk music in Dima Hasao. He had a passion to bring the folk
music and traditional instruments of Dimasa Community in the lime light of the country for
which he worked very hard with dedication.

2. Born on 1% July 1940 at Jorai Bathari village in Dima Hasao district of Assam (earlier
North Cachar Hills), Shri Bathari from an early age devoted himself to Dimasa Folk music.
His hard work and sincerity made him a singer and by virtue of this he has been invited to
perform several programmes in AIR Silchar, AIR Haflong, AIR Dibrugarh & AIR Shillong. He
has also performed stage programmes in various places at Haflong, Maibang, Silchar,
Agartala, Umrangsho, Diphu, Guwahati and even at National Capital Delhi. Besides
singing, he is acquainted with the Dimasa traditional musical instruments as well. He is
well versed in playing the “Khram”(Drum) and “Muri”(Flute). He has been representing the
district in various Cultural Meet held in other N.E. States. For his activities in Cultural
field, he has been awarded by various NGOs of Dima Hasao district.

S Shri Bathari retired from service on 31/07/1998. Even after that, he has been
leading an active social life. He worked as Mouzadar w.e.f. 2001 to 2007 of Haflong
Mauza. He also worked as Khunang (Gaon Bura) of Sainza razi for 22 (twenty two years)
w.e.f.1987 to 2001 and 2012 to 2020 and he also worked as Assistant Khunang (Gaon
Bura) w.e.f. 1979 to 1987. Even after retirement he rendered his services as a priest of the
Dimasa community day in and out and he was associated with NGO “Jadikhe Naisho
Hoshom” (The Dimasa Apex Body ). He is well versed with Dimasa customs and rituals.
Even at this age of 84, he continues to sing and entertain.

4. Shri Bathari was conferred the coveted Pratima Baruah Pandey memorial award
for the year 2013 by All Assam Student Union (AASU) for playing a pivotal role in
popularising the Dimasa traditional and folk culture. Shri Bathari was also awarded Life
Time Achievement Award in the year 2018 by Akhil Bharat Hindu Sammelan, Assam. He
also got Johaya Bathari award in the same year by Bathari Sengphong Mel.
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