
DR. SHARDA SINHA (POSTHUOMOUS)

 Dr. Sharda Sinha was a revered luminary in the realm of folk music. Her melodies and narratives,  
reflecting the myriad dimensions of social existence, have rendered her synonymous with “Lok Geet. The 
purity and resonance of her songs, particularly those that grace the venerable festival of “Chhath,” have 
intertwined her essence with this sacred celebration-an occasion revered by Indians worldwide. 

2. Born on 1  November, 1952, in Hulas village in the Supaul district of Bihar, Dr. Sharda Sinha  st

embarked on her musical odyssey under the tutelage of the revered Pandit Raghu Jha, an illustrious khayal 
singer hailing from the esteemed Panchgachiya Gharana. Her artistic journey further flourished under the 
guidance of the late Pandit Sitaram Hari Dandekar, a virtuoso of khayal, and later embraced the teachings of 
Panna Devi, a contemporary of the legendary Begum Akhtar, renowned for her mastery of thumri and dadra. 
Dr. Sharda Sinha, a Nritya Visharad in Manipuri dance, holder of a Master's in Music (Indian Classical Vocal), 
and a Ph.D., began to weave magic with her folk-classical experiment and an inimitable voice, even when she 
was relatively unknown in the vast tapestry of the music world. With her debut Maithili composition, “Dularua 
Bhaiya,” released in 1971, she ignited a tempest that signalled the dawn of a new epoch in folk music. Her 
tribute to the illustrious “Maithil Kokil Vidyapati” in 1983 catapulted her fame across distant shores, reaching 
audiences in Russia, China, the United Kingdom, and the United States. Between the years 1985 and 1989, a 
remarkable collection of albums-“Kekra Se Kahan Mile Jala,” “Piritiya,” “Dulhin,” “Mehndi,” “Shiv Ke Bhajan,” 
“Bhajan Sagar,” “Khaili Bada Dhokha,” and “Chhathi Maiya”-captured the hearts of listeners and soared to 
unprecedented sales within the realm of folk music in Northern India. Certain melodies, such as “Paniya Ke 
Jahaaj,” “Koyal Bin Bagiya,” and “Patna Se Baida,” resonated so profoundly with their audience that they have 
been joyfully hummed across four generations. Even today, these timeless tunes continue to evoke a sense of 
nostalgia and vibrancy in the minds of the people of Bihar and Uttar Pradesh.

3. In recognition of her mellifluous voice, Dr. Sharda Sinha is affectionately dubbed “Bihar Kokila,” “Swar  
Kokila,” and “Begum Akhtar of Mithila.” Her fans honor her for the purity and lyrical integrity of her music with 
titles such as “Bhojpuri Ki Sita,” “Saanskritik Paharua,” and “Bihar Ki Lata Mangeshkar.” A defining 
characteristic of her recitals is their rich portrayal of the mythological, ceremonial, and social intricacies woven 
into the fabric of Indian culture. Her contributions to the Bollywood cinematic landscape, with memorable 
numbers in blockbuster films such as "Maine Pyar Kiya," "Hum Aapke Hain Koun," "Gangs of Wasseypur-2," and 
"Kaagaz," along with her presence in the web series "Maharani-2," have endeared her to countless admirers both in 
India and beyond. In her esteemed role as a cultural ambassador for the Government of India, she graced the 
stages of Mauritius, Suriname in 1988, followed by performances in Germany, Belgium, Holland, Luxembourg, 
Egypt in 2002, and Suriname again in 2003, showcasing the enchanting complexity of Indian folk music. With an 
unmistakable flair, this “Top Grade” artist of Akashwani has captivated numerous audiences at All India Radio 
concerts and cultural festivals throughout the nation. Over forty years, she has graced the halls of the Department 
of Music at Women's College in Samastipur  of L.N.M.U. Darbhanga. In the month of April 2018, the university 
honored her with the honorary title of Doctor of Literature, a tribute to her profound contributions to the realm of 
folk music. Her artistry has been adorned with numerous prestigious accolades, including the revered titles of 
“Folk Queen of Bharat,” “Rashtriya Devi Ahiliya Samman,” “Bihar Kala Puraskar,” “Bihar Gaurav,” “Bihar Ratna,” 
“Bhikhari Thakur Samman,” “Bhojpuri Ratna,” and “Mithila Vibhuti Samman,” among countless others. She 
proudly wears the honors of “Padma Shri” (1991), the “Sangeet Natak Academy Award” (2000), and the 
distinguished “Padma Bhushan” (2018), each a testament to her exceptional legacy in the world of music.

4. Dr. Sharda Sinha passed away on 5   November, 2024. th

Padma Vibhushan



Mk- 'kkjnk flUgk ¼ej.kksijkar½W

 M Wk- 'kkjnk flUgk yksd laxhr ds {ks= esa ,d egku foHkwfr FkÈA lkekftd vfLrRo ds vla[; vk;keksa dks çfrÇcfcr djus 
okyh mudh èkquksa vkSj dFkkvksa us mUgsa Þyksd xhrÞ dk i;kZ; cuk fn;k gSA muds xhrksa] fo'ks"k :i ls os xhr tks ÞNBÞ ds ifo= ioZ dks 
lq'kksfHkr djrs gSa] dh ifo=rk vkSj xwat us muds lkj dks bl ifo= mRlo  ,d ,slk volj ftls nqfu;k Hkj esa Hkkjrh; iwtrs gSa   & &
ds lkFk tksM+ fn;k gSA

2 ] MkW-   -  01 uoacj] 1952 dks fcgkj ds lqikSy ftys ds gqykl xkao esa tUeh  'kkjnk flUgk us viuh laxhr ;k=k dh 'kq#vkr iafMr 
j?kq >k ds laj{k.k esa dh Fkh] tks çfrf"Br iapxfN;k ?kjkuk ds ,d ç[;kr [;ky xk;d gSaA mudh dykRed ;k=k LoxÊ; iafMr 
lhrkjke gfj nkaMsdj] tks [k;ky xk;dh esa çoh.k Fks] ds ekxZn'kZu esa vkxs c<+h vkSj ckn esa bUgksaus iUuk nsoh dh f'k{kkvksa dks viuk;k] 
tks Bqejh vkSj nknjk esa fuiq.krk ds fy, çfl) csxe v[rj dh ledkyhu FkÈA ef.kiqjh uR̀; esa uR̀; fo'kkjn] laxhr ¼Hkkjrh; 
'kkL=h; xk;u½ esa LukrdksÙkj fMxzh vkSj ih,pMh èkkjd M‚-  flUgk us vius yksd&'kkL=h; ç;ksx vkSj ,d vuks[kh vkokt+ ds “kkjnk  
lkFk rc gh tknw fc[ksjuk 'kq: dj fn;k Fkk] tc og laxhr dh nqfu;k ds fo'kky rkus&ckus esa vis{kk—r vKkr FkÈA o"kZ 1971 esa 
fjyht+ gqÃ viuh igyh eSfFkyh jpuk] Þnqy#vk HkS;kÞ ls mUgksaus ,d ,slh gypy epk nh tks yksd laxhr esa ,d u, ;qx dh 'kq#vkr 
dk ladsr FkhA o"kZ 1983 esa çfl) ÞeSfFky dksfdy fo|kifrÞ us mudh çflf) dks nwj&nwj rd QSyk fn;k vkSj mudh xwat :l] phu] 
;wukbVsM ÇdxMe vkSj la;qä jkT; vesfjdk esa n'kZdksa rd tk igq¡phA o"kZ 1985 vkSj 1989 ds chp] ,Yceksa ds ,d mYys[kuh; laxzg& Þdsdjk 
ls dgk¡ feys tkyk]Þ Þfifjfr;k]Þ Þnqyfgu]Þ Þesganh]Þ Þf'ko ds Hktu]ß ÞHktu lkxj] Þ[kkbyh cM+k èkks[kk]Þ vkSj ÞNBh eS;kÞ& us Jksrkvksa ds fnyksa 
ij dCt+k dj fy;k vkSj mÙkj Hkkjr esa yksd laxhr ds {ks= esa vHkwriwoZ fcØh gqÃA dqN èkqusa] tSls Þifu;k ds tgkt+]Þ Þdks;y fcu cfx;k]Þ vkSj 
ÞiVuk ls cSnkÞ tSls xhrksa us Jksrkvksa dks bruk çHkkfor fd;k fd pkj ihf<+;ksa }kjk mUgsa [kq'kh&[kq'kh xquxquk;k tkrk jgkA vkt Hkh ;s 
lnkcgkj xkus fcgkj vkSj mÙkj çns'k ds yksxksa ds eu esa iqjkuh ;knsa vkSj thoarrk dh Hkkouk txkrs gSaA

3 W  -  mudh eèkqj vkokt ds lEeku esa] Mk- 'kkjnk flUgk dks I;kj ls Þfcgkj dksfdykß] ÞLoj dksfdykß] vkSj ÞfefFkyk dh csxe v[rjÞ 
dgk tkrk gSAÞ muds ç'kald muds laxhr dh 'kq)rk vkSj xhrkRed v[kaMrk ds fy, mUgsa ÞHkkstiqjh dh lhrk]Þ ÞlkaL—frd ig#vk]Þ vkSj 
Þfcgkj dh yrk eaxs'kdjß tSls miukeksa ls lEekfur djrs gSaA muds xk;u dh ,d [kkfl;r ;g gS fd os Hkkjrh; laL—fr ds rkus&ckus esa 
cquh xÃ ikSjkf.kd] vkSipkfjd vkSj lkekftd isphnfx;ksa dk lè) fp=.k djrs gSaA c‚yhoqM flusek ds ifj–'; esa muds ;ksxnku] ftlesa ÞeSaus 
I;kj fd;k]Þ Þge vkids gSa dkSu]Þ ÞxSaXl v‚Q oklsiqj&2Þ vkSj ÞdkxtÞ tSlh Cy‚dcLVj fQYeksa esa ;knxkj xkuksa ds lkFk&lkFk egkjkuh&2 
osc lhjht esa mudh ekStwnxh us mUgsa Hkkjr vkSj mlds ckgj vufxur ç'kaldksa dk fç; cuk fn;k gSA Hkkjr ljdkj ds lkaL—frd jktnwr ds 
:i esa viuh çfrf"Br Hkwfedk esa] Hkkjrh; yksd laxhr dh vkd"kZd tfVyrk dk çn'kZu djrs gq, 1988 esa e‚jh'kl] lwjhuke ds eapksa mUgksaus 
dh 'kksHkk c<+kÃ] blds ckn o"kZ 2002 esa teZuh] csfYt;e] g‚ySaM] yDtecxZ] felz vkSj o"kZ 2003 esa fQj ls lwjhuke esa çn'kZu fd;kA viuh 
vuwBh çfrHkk ds lkFk] vkdk'kok.kh dh bl Þ'kh"kZ xzsMÞ dykdkj us iwjs ns'k esa v‚y bafM;k jsfM;ks ds laxhr lekjksgksa vkSj lkaL—frd mRloksa esa 
vla[; Jksrkvksa dks ea=eqXèk fd;k gSA  pkyhl o"kZ ls vfèkd le; rd ,y,u,e;w njHkaxk ds leLrhiqj esa efgyk d‚yst ds laxhr mUgksaus
foHkkx ds g‚y dh 'kksHkk c<+kÃ gS A o"kZ 2018 ds vçSy eghus esa] foÜofo|ky; us mUgsa M‚DVj v‚Q fyVjspj dh ekun mikfèk ls lEekfur 
fd;k] tks yksd laxhr ds {ks= esa muds xgu ;ksxnku ds fy, ,d J)katfy gSA mudh dyk dks dÃ çfrf"Br iqjLdkjksa ls lEekfur fd;k 
x;k gS] ftlesa vU; vufxur lEekuksa ds lkFk&lkFk ÞHkkjr dh yksd jkuhÞ] Þjk"Vªh; nsoh vfgY;k lEeku]Þ **fcgkj dyk iqjLdkj]** **fcgkj  
xkSjo]** **fcgkj jRu]** **fHk[kkjh Bkdqj lEeku]** **Hkkstiqjh jRu]** vkSj **fefFkyk* foHkwfr lEeku** tSls çfrf"Br f[krkc 'kkfey gSaA s mudka
Þin~eJhÞ ¼1991½] Þlaxhr ukVd vdkneh iqjLdkjß ¼2000½] vkSj çfrf"Br Þin~e Hkw"k.kß ¼2018½ dk xkSjoiw.kZ lEeku çkIr gS] ftuesa ls çR;sd 
laxhr dh nqfu;k esa mudh vlkèkkj.k fojklr dk çek.k gSA

4  ] W  - 5 uoacj  2024 dks Mk- 'kkjnk flUgk dk fuèku gks x;kA

in~e foHkw”k.k


