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SHRI GURUVAYUR DORAI

Shri Guruvayur Dorai is a percussionist representing the ancient South Indian drum
“mridangam”. As a soloist, an accompanying artist, as well as a teacher, he is regarded as a
musician with few parallels.

2. Born on 2™ July, 1935 into a musical family, Shri Dorai showed early signs of virtuosity
that culminated in his performance on stage at the tender age of eight. He had the privilege of
early training under Palakkad Subbu Iyer, E.P. Narayana Pisharody and later from the
legendary Pazhani Subramania Pillai. Shri Dorai has carved for himself a “bani” or style known
popularly as the Guruvayur Bani. This style expresses the unique handling of the base(thoppi)
of the mridangam.

3. The stage performances of Shri Dorai are nothing but monumental. He provided
percussion support to the living and past legendary musicians that elevated their own
performance by the inimitable and unobtrusive beats of his magical fingers. He has performed
in musical concerts in front of luminaries such as former Presidents Smt. Pratiba Patil (India),
Shri Barack Obama (USA) and former Prime Minister Late Shri Manmohan Singh (India). In
addition, Shr Dorai has played the role of a “Cultural Ambassador” by representing India in
musical concert tours in more than twenty countries, participating in International Music
Festivals as well as tours to USA and South Africa sponsored by the Indian Council of Cultural
Relations.

4. The pedagogy of Shri Dorai is exemplified by his erudite contributions to students from
national and international universities. Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo College,
Universities of Washington, Pittsburgh, San Francisco and Sydney to name a few. Shri Dorai
still maintains a stream of students who take advantage of his expertise to learn this musical
art. Many of his students have themselves turned into stage performers both in India and
abroad. The Guruvayur Dorai Trust founded by him is an example of his determination to
acknowledge every year the contributions by other percussion artists.

S. Shri Dorai has been honoured with numerous regional, national and international
awards and recognitions such as “Kalaimamani" by the Government of Tamil Nadu, Sangeet
Natak Akademi Fellowship and Tagore Ratna by the Government of India, TTK Memorial Award
by the Chennai Music Academy, Kerala Sangeetha Nataka Academy award by the State of
Kerala, "Sangeetha Samrat” by the Bharthiya Vidhya Bhavan (Coimbatore), Man of the Year by
the American Biographical Institute, Sangeetha Ratnakara by the Bhairavi Indian Fine Arts
Society, Cleveland, USA, Honorary Patron of CMANA (USA), Laya Chakravarthi by Indian Fine
Arts (USA), Palghat Mani Iyer Award by the Percussive Arts Centre, Bengaluru, “Asthana
Vidwan” by the Kanchi Kamakoti Mutt, Sri Guruvayurappan Chembai Puraskar by Guruvayur
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