
 SHRI GURUVAYUR DORAI 

 Shri Guruvayur Dorai is a percussionist representing the ancient South Indian drum 
“mridangam”. As a soloist, an accompanying artist, as well as a teacher, he is regarded as a 
musician with few parallels.

2. Born on 2  July, 1935 into a musical family, Shri Dorai showed early signs of virtuosity  nd

that culminated in his performance on stage at the tender age of eight. He had the privilege of 
early training under Palakkad Subbu Iyer, E.P. Narayana Pisharody and later from the 
legendary Pazhani Subramania Pillai. Shri Dorai has carved for himself a “bani” or style known 
popularly as the Guruvayur Bani. This style expresses the unique handling of the base(thoppi) 
of the mridangam.

3. The stage performances of Shri Dorai are nothing but monumental. He provided  
percussion support to the living and past legendary musicians that elevated their own 
performance by the inimitable and unobtrusive beats of his magical fingers. He has performed 
in musical concerts in front of luminaries such as former Presidents Smt. Pratiba Patil (India), 
Shri Barack Obama (USA) and former Prime Minister Late Shri Manmohan Singh (India). In 
addition, Shr Dorai has played the role of a “Cultural Ambassador” by representing India in 
musical concert tours in more than twenty countries, participating in International Music 
Festivals as well as tours to USA and South Africa sponsored by the Indian Council of Cultural 
Relations.

4. The pedagogy of Shri Dorai is exemplified by his erudite contributions to students from  
national and international universities. Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo College, 
Universities of Washington, Pittsburgh, San Francisco and Sydney to name a few. Shri Dorai 
still maintains a stream of students who take advantage of his expertise to learn this musical 
art. Many of his students have themselves turned into stage performers both in India and 
abroad. The Guruvayur Dorai Trust founded by him is an example of his determination to 
acknowledge every year the contributions by other percussion artists.

5. Shri Dorai has been honoured with numerous regional, national and international  
awards and recognitions such as “Kalaimamani" by the Government of Tamil Nadu, Sangeet 
Natak Akademi Fellowship and Tagore Ratna by the Government of India, TTK Memorial Award 
by the Chennai Music Academy, Kerala Sangeetha Nataka Academy award by the State of 
Kerala, "Sangeetha Samrat” by the Bharthiya Vidhya Bhavan (Coimbatore), Man of the Year by 
the American Biographical Institute, Sangeetha Ratnakara by the Bhairavi Indian Fine Arts 
Society, Cleveland, USA, Honorary Patron of CMANA (USA), Laya Chakravarthi by Indian Fine 
Arts (USA), Palghat Mani Iyer Award by the Percussive Arts Centre, Bengaluru, “Asthana 
Vidwan” by the Kanchi Kamakoti Mutt, Sri Guruvayurappan Chembai Puraskar by Guruvayur 
Devasom.
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 Jh xq:ok;wj nksjS  

 Jh xq:ok;wj nksjS rkyoknd gSa] tks çkphu nf{k.k Hkkjrh; <ksy Þe`naxeÞ dk çfrfufèkRo djrs gSaA ,dy 
dykdkj] lg;ksxh dykdkj] lkFk gh ,d f'k{kd ds :i esa] mUgsa laxhr txr esa vuks[ks laxhrdkj ds :i esa ekuk 
tkrk gSA

2-  2 tqykÃ] 1935 dks laxhre; ifjokj esa tUes] Jh nksjS us de mez esa gh dyk ds {ks= esa viuh çfrHkk dk ifjp; 
ns fn;k Fkk] ftldh ifj.kfr vkB lky dh NksVh lh mez esa eap ij muds çn'kZu ds :i esa gqÃA mUgsa iyôM+lqCcw v¸;j] 
Ã-ih- ukjk;.k fi'kkjksMh vkSj ckn esa egku it+kuh lqcze.;e fiYyÃ dh ns[k&js[k esaçkjafHkd çf'k{k.k çkIr djus dk 
lkSHkkX; çkIr gqvkA Jh nksjS us vius fy, ,d ÞckuhÞ ;k 'kSyh rS;kj dh gS ftls yksdfç; :i ls xq#o;wj ckuh ds :i esa 
tkuk tkrk gSA;g 'kSyh e`nax ds vkèkkj ¼FkksIih½ ds vuwBs lapkyu dks O;ä djrh gS A

3-  Jh nksjS ds eap çn'kZu okLro esa vfoLej.kh; gSaA mUgksaus orZeku vkSj vrhr ds egku laxhrdkjksa dks rkyok| 
lgk;rk çnku dh] vkSj budh tknqÃ maxfy;ksa dh vuks[kh vkSj eèkqj Fkki us muds çn'kZu dks vkSj  Åapk dj fn;kA 
mUgksaus iwoZ jk"Vªifr;ksa Jherh çfrHkk ikfVy ¼Hkkjr½] Jh cjkd vksckek ¼vesfjdk½ vkSj iwoZ çèkkuea=h LoxÊ; Jh  
eueksgu Çlg ¼Hkkjr½ tSls fnXxtksa ds lEeq[k laxhr lekjksgksa esa çn'kZu fd;k gSAblds vykok] Jh nksjS us chl ls  
vfèkd ns'kksa esa laxhr lekjksgksa esa Hkkjr dk çfrfufèkRo djds] varjkZ"Vªh; laxhr lekjksgksa esa Hkkx ysus ds lkFk&lkFk 
Hkkjrh; lkaL—frd lacaèk ifj"kn }kjk çk;ksftr la;qä jkT; vesfjdk vkSj nf{k.k vÝhdk ds nkSjs esa Hkkx ysdj 
ÞlkaL—frd jktnwrÞ dh Hkwfedk fuHkkÃ gSA  

4-  Jh nksjS dh f'k{k.k 'kSyh jk"Vªh; vkSj varjjk"Vªh; foÜofo|ky;ksa ds Nk=ksa ds fy, muds fo}Ùkkiw.kZ ;ksxnku ls 
ifjyf{kr gksrh gSA buesa osLVuZ fef'kxu foÜofo|ky;] dkykektw d‚yst] okÇ'kxVu] fiV~lcxZ] lSu ÝkaflLdks vkSj 
flMuh foÜofo|ky; 'kkfey gSaA Jh nksjS ds ikl vHkh Hkh ,sls Nk=ksa dk rkark yxk gqvk gS tks bl laxhr dyk dks lh[kus 
ds fy, mudh fo'ks"kKrk dk ykHk mBkrs gSaA muds dÃ Nk= [kqn Hkkjr vkSj fons'k esa LVst ijQ‚eZj cu pqds gSa A muds }kjk 
LFkkfir nksjkÃ VªLV] vU; rkyok| dykdkjksa ds ;ksxnku dks çfro"kZ ekU;rk nsus ds muds –<+ ladYi dk mnkgj.k gSA 

5-  Jh nksjS dks dÃ {ks=h;] jk"Vªh; vkSj varjkZ"Vªh; iqjLdkjksa vkSj ekU;rkvksa ls lEekfur fd;k x;k gS tSls fd 
rfeyukMq ljdkj }kjk Þ dyÃekef.k Þ] Hkkjr ljdkj }kjk laxhr ukVd vdkneh Qsyksf'ki vkSj VSxksj jRu] psUuÃ 
laxhr vdkneh }kjk VhVhds eseksfj;y iqjLdkj] dsjy jkT; }kjk dsjy laxhrukVd vdkneh iqjLdkj] Hkkjrh; fo|k 
Hkou ¼dks;acVwj½ }kjk Þlaxhr lezkVß] vesfjdu ck;ksxzkfQdy baLVhVîwV }kjk eSu v‚Q n Ã;j] HkSjoh bafM;u Qkbu 
vkV~lZ lkslkbVh] DyhoySaM] ;w,l, }kjk laxhr jRukdj] lh,e,,u, ¼;w,l,½ ds ekun laj{kd] bafM;u Qkbu vkV~lZ 
¼;w,l,½ }kjk y; pØorÊ ] iD;qZflo vkV~lZ lsaVj] csaxyq# }kjk iky?kkVef.k v¸;j iqjLdkj] dkaph dkedksfV eB}kjk 
ÞvLFkkuk fo}kuß] xq#o;wj nsokle }kjk Jh xq#ok;qjIiu psEckÃ iqjLdkjA

in~e Jh


