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SHRI CHANDRAKANT BALVANTRAY SOMPURA

Shri Chandrakant Balvantray Sompura is a renowned temple architect known to have
contributed in numerous temples holding high religious value.

2. Born on 8" November, 1943, in Palitana Gujarat, Shri Sompura started his architecture
journey in his early age. In 1967, after the demise of his father, his grandfather (an esteemed
and famous architect, Shri Prabhashankar O. Sompura) became the guidance for him. Shri
Sompura in 1967 was dealing in Marble who later joined the family business of temple
Architecture. At the renovation site of Shamlaji Temple, he received the practical knowledge
where he simultaneously continued the study of literature by sculpture. He had the
opportunity to work for 15 years with his renowned grandfather. He also gained the experience
of publication of literature in shilpshastra. With the guidance of his grandfather, he designed the
creative art pieces, notably, Shri Hastagiri 72 Jinalaya, Palitana, Gujarat; Shri Sheshshayi Vishnu
Temple, Nagada, Madhya Pradesh and Shri Renukuteshwar Mahadev Temple, Uttar Pradesh.

Sk In 1979, Shri Sompura took charge of the well-organized business set by his late
grandfather, leading many projects to completion. His mission continued to keep this
architecture alive and giving it the prosperity his grandfather aimed to get. He further kept
evolving his architecture and applied the skills in designing valuable temple exemplifying the
artin temples such as Akshar Dham — Gandhinagar; Shiva Temple-Singapore, Vishnu Mandir,
Bangkok, Indonesia; Swami Narayan Temple — London, Ambaji Mataji — Ambaji, Jain Darasar -
(Chicago and Houston U.S.A.), Swaminarayan Temple - Surat and Mumbai; 108, Parshwanth
Bhakti Vihar — Shankheshwar, Sanvariaji Mandir Chitor, Nritya Mandap of Somnath Temple at
Prabhas Patan, Bahucharaji Mandir, Bhavnagar, Gujarat.

4. Temples such as the 'Akshardham' and temples abroad made Shri Sompura prominent
in the field. Plans for Shri Rama Temple at Ayodhya prepared by him is under construction as
his manifestation with his guidance. In the sphere of publication, preparation of various
drawings in “Pratima Kala Nidhi” and “Vastu Kala Nidhi” are his contributions. He completed
the publication of “Vastu Ni Ghantu” left unfinished by his grandfather with his prime focus
developing temples. He intends to publish two incomplete volumes and reprint the invaluable
works of his late grandfather in near future.

S. Shri Sompura is a recipient of several honours and awards. He has received special
Award for 'Architect and Design' for his master work Swami Narayan Temple at London for
1995. He has received awards from 'The Indian Institutes of Architects' for his works around
India. The recognitions from various news and publication like the 'ABP Asmita Sanman
Puruskur' and 'News 18 India Amrit Ratna Award' are under his name. 'Shri Guruji Puruskar’,
'Stone federation Natural Stone Award', ' JCARC award', 'Shri Bhagwat Bhavan' marks some of

his recognitions by organization for his contributions.
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