
SMT. BHIMAVVA DODDABALAPPA SHILLIEKYATARA

 Smt. Bhimavva Doddabalappa Shilliekyatara is an international puppet artist of 
Moranahalli village, Koppal taluk, Koppal district. She belongs to a Scheduled Caste 
Nomadic Tribe and has made puppetry as a clan craft and has made significant 
achievements in art.

2. Born on 1  June, 1929, Smt. Shilliekyatara gained international fame in puppetry. st

She has performed leather puppetry in many countries including America, Switzerland, 
Japan, Germany, Italy, France, Saudi Arabia, Paris, Tayron and Dubai. She has been 
appreciated by foreigners and has given significant contribution by performing leather 
puppetry in thousands of cultural programs of Karnataka Government.  She has been 
performing leather puppetry for seven decades and preserving the art culture heritage of 
Karnataka. She has performed 18 Parvas of Mahabharata including the most legendary 
story Ramayana, Mahabharata, Virata Parva, Kurukshetra, Lavakusa Kalaga, Daupadi 
Vastrabarana, Adiparva, Sarpaparva and the current events through puppetry. She is still 
training her children and grandchildren in leather puppetry training camp and her family, 
the Government and many organizations have given her many honors in recognition of her 
service.

3. Smt. Shilliekyatara  has given her performance in Hampi Utsav, Anegundi Utsav, 
Kanakagiri Utsav, Mysore Dussehra Utsav, Koppal District Utsav, Darwada Utsav, 
Lakkundi Utsav, Horanadu Utsav, 87th All India Kannada Literature Conference, 
Bangalore Utsav, Kittoor Utsav, Belavadi Mallamma Utsav, Sangolli Rayanna Utsav, 
Performing Arts Study Utsav, Gombe Heritage Utsav, Folk Fair, Janpara Utsav. She has 
succeeded in upholding the art, culture and heritage of the country by performing leather 
puppetry in the Suggy Huggy Utsav, a program sponsored by the Kannada Culture 
Department and thousands of other government and association cultural programs.

4. Smt. Shilliekyatara is the recipient of several awards and honors for her 
contributions to performing puppetry such as 1992 Teran Country International Gombe 
Utsav Award, 2004-2005 janapada Yakshagana Award, Performing Arts Study Award, 
2014 Karnataka Rajyotsav Award, 2021-22 Janapadashree Award, Bayalata Academy 
Award, Senior Citizen Special Award, All India Kannada Sahitya Sammelna Award, Hampi 
Utsav Award and Anegundi Utsav Award, Gombe. The Government of Karnataka honored 
with Heritage Festival Award, Mysore Dasara Festival Award, Darwada Festival Award, 
Koppal District Rajyotsava Award, Belavadimalamma Award, Kittoru Festival Award. 

Padma Shri



Jherh HkheOok Mks kcyIik f'kYysD;rkjkM~M

 M~MJherh HkheOok Mks kcyIik f'kYysD;rkjk dksIiy ftys ds dksIiy rkyqdkfLFkr eksjugYyh xkao dh ,d 
varjjk"Vªh; dBiqryh dykdkj gSaA og ,d vuqlwfpr tkfr dh ?kqearw tutkfr ls rkYyqd j[krh gSa vkSj mUgk saus 
dBiqryh dyk dks ,d dchykÃ dkS'ky dk :i fn;k gS vkSj bl dyk esa egRoiw.kZ miyfCèk;ka gkfly dh gSaA

2 h]-  1 twu] 1929 dks tUe  Jherh f'kYysD;rkjk us dBiqryh dyk esa varjjk"Vªh; [;kfr çkIr dhA mUgksaus 
vesfjdk] fLoV~tjySaM] tkiku] teZuh] bVyh] Ýkal] lÅnh vjc] isfjl] rsgjku vkSj nqcÃ lfgr dÃ ns'kks a e sa 
peM+s dh dBiqryh dyk dk çn'kZu fd;k gSA fonsf'k;ksa }kjk bldks cgqr ljkgk x;k gS vkSj mUgksaus dukZ Vd 
ljdkj ds gtkjksa lkaL—frd dk;ZØeksa esa peM+s dh dBiqryh dyk dk çn'kZu djds egRoiw.kZ ;ksxnku fn;k gSA 
og lkr n'kdksa ls peM+s dh dBiqryh dyk dk çn'kZu dj jgh gSa vkSj dukZVd dh dyk laL—fr dh fojklr 
dks lajf{kr dj jgh gSaA mUgksaus egkHkkjr ds 18 ioks± dk çn'kZu fd;k gS] ftuesa lcls çfl) jkek;.k] egkHkkjr] 
fojkV ioZ] dq#{ks=] yodq'k dky] nkSinh oL=gj.k] vkfnioZ] liZioZ vkSj lelkef;d ?kVukvksa dk çn'kZu dBiqryh 
dyk ds ekè;e ls fd;k x;k gSA og vHkh Hkh vius cPpksa vkSj ukrh&ukfruksa dks peM+s dh dBiqryh dyk ds çf'k{k.k 
f'kfoj esa çf'kf{kr dj jgh gSa vkSj muds ifjokj] ljdkj rFkk  dÃ laxBuksa us mudh lsok dk lEeku djrs gq, mUgsa 
dÃ lEeku fn, gSaA  

3-  Jherh f'kYysD;rkjk us gEih mRlo] vusxqaMh mRlo] dudfxjh mRlo] eSlwj n'kgjk mRlo] dksIiy 
ftyk mRlo] njokM+k mRlo] yôqaMh mRlo] gksjkukMq mRlo] 87osa vf[ky Hkkjrh; dUuM+ lkfgR; lEesyu] 
cSaxyksj mRlo] fdêwj mRlo] csyokMh eYyEek mRlo] lkaxksyh jk;Uuk mRlo] çn'kZu dyk vè;;u mRlo] 
xksEcs gsfjVst mRlo] yksd mRlo] tuikM+k mRlo esa viuh çLrqfr nh gSA mUgksaus dUuM+ laL—fr foHkkx }kjk 
çk;ksftr dk;ZØe lqXxh gqXxh mRlo vkSj gtkjksa vU; ljdkjh rFkk ,lksfl,'ku ds lkaL—frd dk;ZØeksa esa 
peM+s dh dBiqryh dyk dk çn'kZu djds ns'k dh dyk] laL—fr vkSj fojklr dks dk;e j[kus esa lQyrk 
gkfly dh gSA  

4-  Jherh f'kYysD;rkjk dks dBiqryh çn'kZu esa muds ;ksxnku ds fy, dÃ iqjLdkjksa vkSj lEekuksa ls 
uokt+k x;k gS] tSls fd o"kZ 1992 rsjku daVªh baVjus'kuy xksEcs mRlo iqjLdkj]o"kZ 2004&2005 tuin ;{kxku 
iqjLdkj] çn'kZu dyk vè;;u iqjLdkj] o"kZ 2014 dukZVd jkT;ksRlo iqjLdkj] o"kZ 2021&22 tuinJh 
iqjLdkj] c;kyrk vdkneh iqjLdkj] ofj"B ukxfjd fo'ks"k iqjLdkj] vf[ky Hkkjrh; dUuM+ lkfgR; lEesyu 
iqjLdkj] gEih mRlo iqjLdkj vkSj vusxqaMh mRlo iqjLdkj] xksEcsA dukZVd ljdkj us gsfjVst QsfLVoy vokM Z] 
eSlwj n'kgjk QsfLVoy vokMZ] njokM+k QsfLVoy vokMZ] dksIiy ftyk jkT;ksRlo vokMZ] csyokfMeyEek vokMZ]  
fdÙkks: QsfLVoy vokMZ ls lEekfur fd;kA
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