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SMT. BHIMAVVA DODDABALAPPA SHILLIEKYATARA

Smt. Bhimavva Doddabalappa Shilliekyatara is an international puppet artist of
Moranahalli village, Koppal taluk, Koppal district. She belongs to a Scheduled Caste
Nomadic Tribe and has made puppetry as a clan craft and has made significant
achievements in art.

2. Born on 1% June, 1929, Smt. Shilliekyatara gained international fame in puppetry.
She has performed leather puppetry in many countries including America, Switzerland,
Japan, Germany, Italy, France, Saudi Arabia, Paris, Tayron and Dubai. She has been
appreciated by foreigners and has given significant contribution by performing leather
puppetry in thousands of cultural programs of Karnataka Government. She has been
performing leather puppetry for seven decades and preserving the art culture heritage of
Karnataka. She has performed 18 Parvas of Mahabharata including the most legendary
story Ramayana, Mahabharata, Virata Parva, Kurukshetra, Lavakusa Kalaga, Daupadi
Vastrabarana, Adiparva, Sarpaparva and the current events through puppetry. She is still
training her children and grandchildren in leather puppetry training camp and her family,
the Government and many organizations have given her many honors in recognition of her
service.

3. Smt. Shilliekyatara has given her performance in Hampi Utsav, Anegundi Utsav,
Kanakagiri Utsav, Mysore Dussehra Utsav, Koppal District Utsav, Darwada Utsav,
Lakkundi Utsav, Horanadu Utsav, 87th All India Kannada Literature Conference,
Bangalore Utsav, Kittoor Utsav, Belavadi Mallamma Utsav, Sangolli Rayanna Utsav,
Performing Arts Study Utsav, Gombe Heritage Utsav, Folk Fair, Janpara Utsav. She has
succeeded in upholding the art, culture and heritage of the country by performing leather
puppetry in the Suggy Huggy Utsav, a program sponsored by the Kannada Culture
Department and thousands of other government and association cultural programs.

4. Smt. Shilliekyatara is the recipient of several awards and honors for her
contributions to performing puppetry such as 1992 Teran Country International Gombe
Utsav Award, 2004-2005 janapada Yakshagana Award, Performing Arts Study Award,
2014 Karnataka Rajyotsav Award, 2021-22 Janapadashree Award, Bayalata Academy
Award, Senior Citizen Special Award, All India Kannada Sahitya Sammelna Award, Hampi
Utsav Award and Anegundi Utsav Award, Gombe. The Government of Karnataka honored
with Heritage Festival Award, Mysore Dasara Festival Award, Darwada Festival Award,
Koppal District Rajyotsava Award, Belavadimalamma Award, Kittoru Festival Award.
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I8 A1 DI A TS Bl HoYdell bl BT UG PR BT § 3R HAICH DI bl &P oI ORI
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Bl & AT ¥ BT AT B | g8 31 AT 1+ T2l IR ARN—ATIAT Bl THS Bl HSYdell Dol B ARIEo
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