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SHRI S. SUBBARAMAN

Shri S. Subbaraman, former Superintending Archaeological Chemist of the
Archaeological Survey of India, has rendered distinguished service in the field of Heritage
Conservation.

2 Born on 24" December,1929, Shri Subbaraman received a First Class B.Sc. Honours
degree in Chemistry (equivalent to Masters degree) from the Madras University in 1951. After a
brief stint in the Madras State government, he joined the Archaeological Survey of India
(Chemistry Branch) in 1954 and was posted at Ajanta in February 1955, where he worked on the
conservation of the iconic Ajanta murals. In 1958, he was transferred to Lepakshi, where he
tackled the challenging conservation problems of the Vijayanagara period murals in the temple
there, very successfully.

3. Shri Subbaraman was awarded an Italian Government scholarship and proceeded to
Rome in 1960 for higher training in the Restoration of Works of Art. After return, he worked on
the conservation of the famous Hoysala temples of Belur and Halebid in Karnataka.

4. Shri Subbaraman was deputed to the Indian Museum, Calcutta, in May 1966, and set up
the Conservation Laboratory of the Museum, carrying out and supervising the conservation of a
large number of museum objects of different kinds. Returning to A.S.I. in May 1975, he took
charge as Deputy Superintending Archaeological Chemist and Head of the Southern Region of
the Chemistry Branch at Hyderabad, holding responsibility for the conservation of monuments
in the four southern states, besides Maharashtra and Gujarat, including Ajanta and Ellora. He
retired from A.S.I. on December 31,1987. Among his notable achievements during this period is
the successful separation of two layers of old mural paintings, one superimposed over the other,
and preserving them both in the Brihadeeshwara temple, Thanjavur. They were the Chola
paintings of the 11th century and the 16" century Nayaka paintings superimposed on the
former. This was the first time anywhere in the world that such a feat had been accomplished
and the work attracted international attention. The Australian Broadcasting Corporation sent a
team to film this process in 1986 and this was telecast in their programme 'Beyond 2000'.

S. Shri Subbaraman was the team leader in 1977, when the work on the gigantic Buddha
statues in Bamiyan was completed by A.S.I. in 1977 and the monument formally handed over to the
Afghan Government. He was part of the A.S.I. team to Angkor Wat, Cambodia in 1982 and prepared
the Chemical conservation part of the project report. He also led the team that carried out the
conservation of the churches of Old Goa and the large number of artifacts in them in 1983.

0. Shri Subbaraman has attended national and international conferences and presented
papers, besides publishing research articles in reputed journals, including' Current Science'.
including a State of the Art report for the Department of Science and Technology, Government of
India on 'Conservation of wall paintings'.

7. Shri Subbaraman was honoured by the Honble Governor of Karnataka in 2011, along
with other distinguished Archaeologists.

©




s E. G-

3 U, G R YRIA A&l & Yo fefefor GRIdTcadh AT & foral (ORI |Refr &
&3 ¥ faRdre et o fhar & |

2l 24 T&HeR, 1929 BT ST, &1 FeaRT 1 1951 § Fo1 fGafdencrd | A= fd=r § yerd of 1.
T I @) f$3f) (Frde R S @ Ade) Ura @ | 79519 IT9d SRR H OIS 7T dh Aldhe] B &
1, 98 1954 W AR YRIA Faefo] (RATI [ 2mn) | enfier 81 1Y | 98 HRas] 1955 H 3fidl # g
8U, S8l Sai+ ufaftad aroiar ARy =&l & HReTor iR &M fhar | 1958 H, I8 oTurell r=iaid &R e 1,
S8l Sl ISR Tdl & HiaR & WRT o3l &7 Aherargad GRevr T |

3. %1 GeERTHT BT FATTd] WRBR DI BIAGRT T DI g R T8 HATPITAT b JTOGR H I AlR1er
& ol 1960 # XM el MY | dlicd @ 918, I8 Hlcd H ek 3R Tolfds & URIg 2rade HiaRl &7 e
ST b |

4. 1 GERTAT DI Hs, 1966 H ARG AUBT, HeAb<T H UfAGTh [baT 737 o1, S8l S+ FUBIerd
&1 RETVT TANTRITAT 1 IATYAT DI, ST AISTI DI 980 ARI [AMA a1l BT ARET07 3R TRAderor il o |
Hs 1975 ¥ R YRICTcd HA&OT ¥ a0 MR, I8+ oaxIaIG H AT [T 2T & U Aef1efo7 YRIATcddh
A SR Sl & & U & WU H BRIFR FHTAT, TAT ST AR TART Aid ASRTS AR TR &
AT TR SRroN IS & WHRDT B FRETUT DI ST1cd FHTAT | 98 31 [aR, 1987 DI IR YRIcTcd HA&Tol 3
HATIG BU | ST HRIBIA DI IoolE-1 SUARRIT H Uh,geasaR Hiax, dogR & YR MRy &l &F <
qRAl BT AHAATGAD AT BT, T Bl GAY IR ALRIMNT (superimposed) HRa FRIET HRAT AT | A 141
STl & ATAdbTdl & F 31R 1641 AATR] & AIDHDIA B & &, [TH A AreAdbleld &Hl DI AIHDIeA
ot R rerRIfod fovar T o7 | fagd # ggell IR U STATURYT USRI 8TRIST BF TS oY 3R 50 IR
TR IR & 3MHT BT | RS fera STedhTReTT HRURIE = 1986 H 39 UhaT &I fhew™ & forv uas &
AT 3R T 379 BRIHH f9df=s 2000" H YR b |

5. 3] &R 1977 H AR YRICI FA&l Bl IH S & T o [ 1977 ¥ qiAg 4§ faRE 45
TS IR STUT BRI YRT fhaT 3T 7 IR TR DI JAT2TRE WU 3 BT ARG DI HIUT AT | I8 1982 H
SHPIRATE, BAINSAT T AR YRId HIEoT b1 S <4 1 fowar &, ey aRRarsrn Rard o1 wramfie

AREAT W HT BT IR AT o1 | SR 1983 H 3flee AT & Tl IR D! 98d AR BATHIRI B
FRETUT R+ dTell SIH T AT Aged T |

6. S R 7 ST 3R SFARTE R A 1 9T forT 8 3R UIR IR (6T 2 | SHS S7eltdl ‘HRe
Aigw’ Algd YIS el § I e ol YHIRIT 8Y & AR g8 TRT REl & HReor wR A &R
eI faMmT, TR TR&GR & oy va sramgfes Rare f wnfie 2

7. 1 &R DI 2011 H BACD & AR AT §IRT 31 FIST YRIAAAR] & Arer FRATie fham
T < |
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