SHRI KUSHOK THIKSEY NAWANG CHAMBA STANZIN

Shri Kushok Thiksey Nawang Chamba Stanzin is the head of Thiksey Monastery, Leh-
Ladakh. He is considered as one of the main architects of modern Ladakh for his selfless lifelong
contributions in religious, social and political spheres. He was the first and only Member of
Parliament, Rajya Sabha (1998-2002) from Ladakh till date and made noteworthy
contributions during his tenure.

2. Born on 20" May, 1943 in Chuchot Village, Leh Ladakh, Shri Kushok Thiksey was
recognised as reincarnation of Kushok Thiksey(Thiksey Rinpochey) at the age of 5 by Dalai
Lama. At the age of 10, he was sent to Drepung Monastery's Gomang Tatsang in Tibet for his
studies. He received many important oral transmissions and initiations during his short
educational sojourn in Tibet until 1959.

S Shri Kushok Thiksey contributed immensely in preserving the very rich monastic
heritage and tradition of Ladakh. He streamlined the monastic institutions by setting up
exemplary initiatives at Thiksey and Diskit Monasteries. His ingenious welfare initiatives in
1980s like setting up monastic schools and library to impart quality education to the monks,
his successful model of common kitchen serving free food to all the resident monks, his pledge
to provide complete expenses for the medical treatment of the resident monks, the provision of
pension-like fund for the older monks etc. have completely revolutionised the monastic
institution in Ladakh while simultaneously preserving the incredible age old Himalayan
monastic culture. He also strengthened Ladakh Gonpa Association as a democratic and self-
sustaining mother society of all monasteries of Ladakh during his presidentship (1990-97).

4. While inspiring the local artisans and preserving the rich artistic heritage of Ladakh,
Shri Kushok Thiksey fully sponsored to build the spiritually vibrant statue of Maitreya
Buddha(49ft.) in 1983 at Thiksey Monastery which was the first of its kind in Ladakh and one at
Diskit Monastery in 2010 beautifully showcasing Ladakh's artistic heritage and has now
become a unique hotspot for both devotees and tourists. Thiksey and Diskit monasteries have
now become main centre of spiritualism.

B Shri Kushok Thiksey has always been extra vocal about imparting the best education to
enlighten Ladakhi society. He established Lamzang School in 1989 at Thiksey. His biggest
accomplishment is that of instituting Shesrab Skyed Tsai Ling Library and Learning Centre,
Thiksey with all the modern facilities like computer, internet facilities, open gym etc. and he
dedicated it to the community. Since its establishment, he has conducted 45-days free winter
tuition for students. The students as well as teachers are from different faiths and villages
strengthening the secular motto of the institution.

0. Shri Kushok Thiksey contributions were recognised recently when he was conferred
with Ladakh's highest civilian award 'Ladakh Dpal Rngams Award' in 2021. He has been
awarded with various other honours by different monasteries of Ladakh as well as by the
Central Tibetan Administration.
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