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SHRI MOHAN SINGH

Shri Mohan Singh is an eminent poet, playwright, critic, actor, director and activist. He is
President of Duggar Manch, a foremost voluntary organization of Jammu Kashmir, working for the
promotion, preservation and development of the language, literature and culture of 'Duggar’, the
land of warriors and patriots.

2. Born on 8" February 1955 in Duggar (District Samba), Shri Mohan Singh belongs to a
family of soldiers. His grandfather, Thakur Rasal Singh was (geetan) Captain in State forces, and
his father, Thakur Sakatter Singh had also served in State forces, but had left the job not
compromising with discrimination. He was the first ideal of Mohan Singh who taught him to fight
for justice and not to bow in under any circumstances. But, when he came into contact with Kehri
Singh Madhukar, a stalwart of Dogri literature, Mohan Singh found the real path and poetry
became the passion of his life.

3. Shri Mohan Singh was introduced to other stalwarts of Dogri such as Vedpal Deep,
Ramnath Shastri, Dinu Bhai Pant, etc. by Shri Madhukar. He published his first book USS LOK, a
collection of poetry, in 1978, when he was only 24 years old. He introduced a new idiom to Dogri
poetry in general and to Dogri drama in particular. He is the first-ever street playwright of Dogri as
well as of Jammu and Kashmir. He formed a group of young writers-artists namely Duggar Manch
in 1976 and performed more than a thousand street play shows in far-flung and urban areas of the
State and across the country under the banner of Duggar Manch. Message-oriented Street plays,
written and directed by him, have done a tremendous role in the enlightenment of local folk for their
language and culture.

4. Shri Mohan Singh being the convener of Dogri Sangharsh Morcha, struggled for the
inclusion of Dogri language in the 8" schedule of the Indian Constitution and achieved the goal on
22 December 2003. As a cultural activist, he worked for the preservation of the rich but dying folk
theatre of Duggar. He is a versatile actor and director of theatre, cinema, Doordarshan and Radio
and an approved drama voice for AIR and a drama artist for Doordarshan. He also acted in Dogri
and Hindi feature films.

S Shri Mohan Singh has published 39 books, in which, 32 are original work, comprising poetry,
plays, street plays, novels and criticism etc.; two translations from other languages and five
compilations. His poetry and plays have been translated into other Indian languages. His plays are
included in the syllabus of M. A. Dogri of University of Jammu and M. A. Hindi of the Central University
of Jammu. One of his plays Neyain has been included in the syllabus of civil services examination.

6. Shri Mohan Singh is the recipient of several awards which include State Academy Award for
creative writing in 1984 for Kala Suraj (play), Sahitya Akademi Award for creative writing 1991 for
Apani Dafli Apna Raag (collection of three plays), Jammu Kashmir accession Golden Jubilee Award
in 1997, Bharatiya Dalit Sahitya Akademi Award (J&K) in 1997, Sahitya Akademi Award for
translation in 2001 for Machhere, Duggar Sahitya Rattan Award by Dogra Sadar Sabha J&K in
2004 and State Academy Award for creative writing in 2008 for Dogri Rangmanch.
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3N Aigq RIg U TTd &fd, AehdR, 3arad, Afiedr, Fderd ik amifisie driedl € | 98 o7
SR & T YT WD FTST §UR a9 & IALE 8, Sl AlgTAl 3R TIHhI Bl YA '§TR' Bl 9191, Aifeed 3R
HEHIT & TAR—INR, ARETT iR fAHT & forg o v 2 |

2. 8 TRaN, 1955 T §UR (FSTeT Afam) # 51, 57 Are (g Afe uRaR ¥ Gy 7@d 8 | I9a TaT, STHR
AT (8 () SRR 41 § S 9 3R 3998 U, STqHR Fhar (T8 =1 W GRGRI 1 # Ja1 DF oY, offdh
e & faRg # i) Bie &1 | 98 Ae+ 18 & gl aael o Risiv =g & oy ofs1 oiik fadt 1 aRfRerfey 3
T b1 R | UR, ST & (&S] AIEDR Devl N8 FYPR S HUD H 3 U A8 8 DT A JT8 et
TS MR BfIT ITHT L & 718 |

3. s AYDHR < 1 AigT (g BT URFT SFRI & SR AIBIBRI O IS &Y, AT AT, QI+ |18 Ud
3Tfe & BRIAT | 1978 H 24 I B SF H ! Ul Yih S WU H, Yeb diddl FUS SR allch’ YT g8 | Soi-
AH BY H SERI HIAdT 3R I w9 3 SRR A1ed & ot U 73T JeTaRT U {37 | 98 SR & ATf—Tef
TR 3R HIHR & U8l IS AICHDR © | S8 1976 H §ER Hdl AHD JdT oRgDI—HATHRI BT Udh T a1
3R TR #9 & 7R Tel 9T & GR—axTol & (2wl 3R e &3] T 9 MR H U B9 | AfD s ACh
by | I Hawr Jad faRad iR FERIT s Aea! 7 W @R BT ITd] AT 3R FIBIT & Ul TR0
T ¥ STaRewd T fE 7 |

4, ST ay Arel & |ASIP B @ A1 A1 Ag {18 1 SHRI |19 Bl AR AfGe &1 837 gl o
M B & forg T BT ofiR 22 fSHaR 2003 BT IAHT I8 HEY T 1T | T Aikidd BRIGAT & W4 4,
SR R & TG <l JauRI dldh AT B ARET & ol B {51 8 | g8 T, RIHT, RERH SR e &
T IEHE! AT 1R (a1 & IR S@] ATATS] SMHTRIATN & AIedh] & ol WHd & IR I8 383 & ey
BATHR W1 & | S SR SR el Brer fhewi 7 & fbar g |

5. 3 Hie 48 @1 39 Y UHIRIG 83 &, FoTH 32 #iferd o] 2, [/ Sfddn, e, Jee e,
IUATH AR AT MM WA 8; I A G AIWIRAT I &I JAJATa AR Y ADheld @ | IAd! bl iR
ATCH] BT gAY WRAII 919131 H gare fbar 1 & | S99 Aed o faafderad & va.U. SN 3R dar
fa=afdenery 9 & Ta.U. ) @ UTewshd | efie © | S Uab A1ed =9 BT Rifdel Jdr uRlern & ursshd 9
oA faar T 2 |

6. 37 Aig RIE ®I Pg REBRI A AR [T AT & T el YRl (A1eah) B oY 1984 H TAHSD oRa Bl
RS JBIGHT YREBIR, 1991 H U SWhell YT AT (T ACehl BT |UB) & (ol TaIHD & Bl Ao ADBTGH!
TREBR, 1997 H ST HYIR YRR 0T ST REBR, 1997 H AR Glofd AIMS ABTEGH REBR (TH—HEIR), TBX
& forg 2001 H AT BT IS ABTGA] REBR, 2004 H SFIRT HER T, THH—HIHR §RT IR IS I JREBR AR
2008 H SRI T4 & oIy FeTceh oika B¢ J15Y fbTaH] REBR M & |
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