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SHRI LAXMAN SINGH

Shri Laxman Singh is the founder and Secretary of Gram Vikas Navyuvak Mandal
Laporiya (GVNML), a non-governmental registered voluntary organization. He is well-known
for initiating community led collective efforts for example, the “Chauka System”, saving
environment (Haryalli bachao) through Eco-parks and “Khulla — Chidiyaghar” or open aviary.
His initiatives and efforts for water harvesting and management, in his native village, is
recognized as the famous “Laporiya Model” for groundwater recharges thus strengthening
rural livelihood.

2. Born on 8" December, 1959 in “Laporiya” a small village of Jaipur District, Rajasthan,
Shri Singh's parents sent him to Jaipur for better education but he returned home while
studying in 10" standard because he could not adjust to urban lifestyle. About the same time, he
was badly shaken and touched by the drought conditions prevailing in Rajasthan and his village
was suffering from acute scarcity of water. This prompted him to undertake the repair of this
tank. He motivated some village youth to join him and work on the basis of “shramdaan”.

Sh Shri Singh invented a unique in-situ rain water conservation technology — the “Chauka
System”, which is based on indigenous technical knowhow, and is applied to the village
commons. The GVNML team has helped the rural community develop 10 thousand hectares
of degraded pasturelands, as result of it milk production of this region boosted up to 3-4
times.

4. In 1987, Shri Singh launched the “Dharti Jatan Yaatra” in the form of a campaign for
creating awareness for development and management of common property resources, and
this Yaatra has completed 35 years. More than 3000 community-based organizations are in
place and engaged in programmes/ activities for development of “Gauchar”, “Talaab” and
Naadis”, and seasonal rivers. All these efforts resulted in, the groundwater aquifers have been
recharged and ground water level risen by 2-3 meters. The green cover has increased 4-5
times, the numbers of birds and wildlife have increased remarkably. Till now, more than 5
lakhs people have taken the pledge for protecting the local environment. In addition, some
2000 “Talaabs” were worshiped, more than 4 lakhs trees were tied-up with “Raksha Sutra”
and more than 10 lakhs saplings planted.

5. Shri Singh has received several awards, few of them are “National Youth Award” in
1992, “Indira Priyadarshini Vriksh Mitra” in 1996; “Silver Award for Water Warrior” in 2008,
“Rajiv Gandhi Prayavaran Sanrakshan Puruskar” in 2013. Further, GVNML was awarded the
“BhumiJal Sanwardhan Puruskar” by the MoWR, Government of India in 2007, and the “Best
NGO”, at the National Level, for Rain Water Conservation by the Ministry of Jal Shakti,
Government of India in 2020. The UNDP had appointed him as the “Eco-Volunteer India” in
1996. Ashoka Innovators for the Public has presented him the “Lifetime Member of the
Ashoka Fellowship” in 1997. He is also on the Board of Governors of some leading Civil
Societies Organizations of Rajasthan.
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