Padma Shri

SHRI KAKCHINGTABAM SHANATHOIBA SHARMA

Shri Kakchingtabam Shanathoiba Sharma is a distinguished Guru of the traditional
indigenous martial art form of Manipur known as "Thang- Ta" which is an art of warfare, a way
of life with a vast scope involving physical and mental aspects based on traditions, culture,
and spirituality which was learned by the entire Manipuri society during the old days to
protect their homeland from external aggressors. He is widely recognized for his outstanding
contribution in the field of Thang-Ta.

2. Born on 1% April, 1955 in a renowned family practicing Mukna Kangjei - a traditional
hockey cum wrestling, and the art of Thang-Ta, Shri Shanathoiba learnt different principles
and techniques of Thang-Ta both physically and philosophically under various renowned
Gurus such as Padma Shri awardee Gurumayum Gourakishor Sharma, Gurumayum Sana
Sharma, Moirangthem Ibetombi Singh, S. Devabrata Singh, Haobam Ibotombi Singh
(Bormantri), P. Manichand Singh, K. Biren Singh and others.

3. Over the last four decades, Shri Shanathoiba has dedicated himself entirely for
popularizing the art of Thang-Ta. He established the Association for Paona Memorial Arts and
Rural Development Services (APMARDS), Thoubal Wangkhem in 1981 which is one of the
leading centers of Manipuri art & culture. He has travelled throughout India and to a number
of countries to promote the art form. He has organized numerous workshops and festivals on
Thang-Ta in association with various Government Departments, delivered lectures and
demonstrations at many national and international events. He has written numerous articles
and made many publications on Thang-Ta.

4. Shri Shanathoiba is the Principal cum Director of the Huyen Lallong Manipur Thang-
Ta Cultural Association, Irilbung, Manipur. He has served as an Expert Committee Members
of Ministry of Culture, Government of India and Centre for Cultural Resources and Training,
New Delhi, (2008-2020), a member of the First and Second Academic Council of the Manipur
University of Culture for two terms (2016-2022). He has served as the General Council
Member of Manipur State Kala Akademi for two consecutive terms (2012-2018) and he is also
presently serving as the General Council Member for the third term (2022-2025). He has also
been associated with Jawaharlal Nehru Manipur Dance Academy, Imphal in the formation of
Committee on Thang Ta, associated with Directorate of Arts and Culture, Manipur (since
2011), and has also served as Thang-Ta Guru of Shri Shri Govindaji Temple Board, Manipur.

S Shri Shanathoiba is a recipient of Sangeet Natak Akademi Award in 2014, Manipur
State Kala Akademi Award in 1993-94, Kala Bhusan (Thang-Ta) from Manipur Sahitya
Parishad in 2010, Fellowship from Manipur State Kala Akademi in 1987-88, title "Safa
Lanfaba"(Brave Warrior) in 1997 and "Joypatra Award" in 2022 from Shri Shri Govindaji
Temple Board, Manipur, Young Scholarship (1981-82) and Junior Fellowship (1992-93) from
Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government of India etc.
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