Padma Shri

SHRI KOTA SATCHIDANANDA SASTRY

Shri Kota Satchidananda Sastry is a famous artist of Harikatha. In his more than
seven decades of artist career, he contributed his best to the art of Harikatha.

2! Born on 12" August, 1934 at Addanki Village, in Prakasam District, in Andhra
Pradesh, Shri Sastry received his primary education in Addanki and started his artist
career in 1946 as an artist of Harikatha and is continuing till date. He learnt it from Shri
Akkapeddi Ramakrishnaiah and some others. Shri Panditaradhyula Sambamurthi
(Father of Cine Playback Singer Shri S.P. Bala Subrahmanyam) who was an exponent
in the art of Harikatha stood as a model to him. Later, he learnt the scripts of
Mahabharatha from his Guru Late Musunoori Suryanarayana Das Garu.

&l During the decades of 60s to 90s and early 21* Century, Shri Sastry extensively
gave his performances throughout Andhra Pradesh and other States of India and
abroad like England and Mauritius. He used the works of Shri Adibhatla Narayana
Dasu, Shri Parimi Subrahmanya Bhagavathulu and Shri Peddinti Surya Narayana
Deekshita Dasu. He sang Kruthis from Tyagaraju, Purandaradasu, Ramadasu,
Annamayya, Kshetrayya, Sadasiva Brahmendra and many Vaggeyakaras. He quotes
the work of modern poets like Sri Sri, Jashua, Athreya, Arudra, Devulapalli Krishna
Sastry and many others. Through his art form, he tried to bring the moral values to the
common man. According to the scene and situation he enacted the characters and
show cased them to the spectators.

4. During his long career Shri Sastry performed more than 15000 performances. He
made a lot of study and research and got acquaintance with the characters and bhavas,
emotions, dialogues, actions and ideas. He was given "A" top rank in All India Radio.

5 Shri Sastry got felicitations from former Chief Minister Shri N.T. Rama Rao, Shri
M. Janardhan Reddy and Shri Nara Chandra Babu Naidu. Many legendaries,
luminaries like Dr. Akkineni Nageswara Rao (Padma Vibhushan awardee), Shri
Ghantashala Venkateswara Rao (Padma Shri awardee), Shri Vedantam Satyanarayana
Sarma (Padma Shri awardee), Shri C. Narayana Reddy, Dr. Mangalampalli Bala
Muralikrishna, Shri Turlapati Kutumba Rao. He was felicitated with titles like "Katha
Gana Kala Kovida", "Viswa Kala Prapoorna", "Harikatha Chakravarthi". He got Sangeet
Natak Academy Award for the year 2018. He got "Hamsa Puraskar" for the year 2015
from Andhra Pradesh State Government.
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