PANDIT (DR.) RITWIK SANYAL

Pandit (Dr.) Ritwik Sanyal is a world renowned Indian Classical Vocal Maestro and senior
most exponent of the Dagar Gharana of Dhrupad, the profound and ancient classical music
tradition of India. Over past 45 years, he has immensely contributed to India's classical music
culture as Singer, Composer, Scholar, Teacher, Philosopher and Writer.

2. Born on 12" April, 1953, Pandit (Dr.) Sanyal's musical journey started at a tender age with
his mother Smt Ranu Sanyal, an accomplished writer and vocalist. In 1963, the rigorous training
of Dhrupad started with the two greatest Dhrupad exponents of recent times Ustad Zia
Mohiuddin Dagar and Ustad Zia Fariduddin Dagar. Academic studies of philosophy nurtured
his mind and soul from his illustrious father- a philosopher and mathematician Professor Batuk
Sanyal of IIT Mumbai. After completing his post-graduation in Philosophy from Mumbai
University, he was sent to Varanasi by his Guru to complete his Masters in Vocal Music from
Banaras Hindu University, from where he also completed his Ph.D. research under eminent
musicologist Prof. Premlata Sharma.

3. Pandit (Dr.) Sanyal was a Professor and also served as Head of the Department of Vocal
Music and Dean, Faculty of Performing Arts, Banaras Hindu University. He has taught
thousands of students during his carrier of 37 years in academics and guided 27 scholars to
Ph.D degree. A huge number of disciples under his mentorship are nurturing the art of Dhrupad,
Khyal and Instrumental Music across the globe. His 30 prominent disciples are already notable
performers today. He has authored three well-known books- 'Philosophy of Music', 'Dhrupad:
Tradition and Performance in Indian Music' from UK and 'Dhrupad Pancasika'. His treatise on
Dhrupad co-authored by Dr. Richard Widdess of University of London is an excellent overview of
Dhrupad tradition and performance.

4. Pandit (Dr.) Sanyal has assimilated the Dagar tradition of Dhrupad and evolved a
distinctive style of his own in his renditions of Dhrupad, voice culture and innovative pedagogy,
both traditional and institutional. He also had the privilege to perform with his Guru Ustad Z. F.
Dagar pioneering Dhrupad on many new platforms in India and abroad. He has also infused new
dimension to Dhrupad performances incorporating Sanskrit verses, modern poetry, Western
and Indian instruments, choirs and fusion renditions. He has created new Ragas-
Shrutivardhini, Deepranjani, Gopini and Nagesh Todi. He Continues to compose Dhrupad under
his pen name ‘Shrutigyan’. He is a 'Top' Grade artist of All India Radio and Doordarshan and
appeared numerous times in National Programs of Music, BBC and other International channels
with several albums in India and abroad.

S. Pandit (Dr.) Sanyal has been honoured with many awards which include the prestigious
Kendriya Sangeet Natak Akademi Award 2013, Uttar Pradesh Sangeet Natak Akademi Award
2002, Uttar Pradesh Ratna 2016, Swati Tirunal Samman 1995 and Lifetime Achievement Honor
by Dhrupad Mela Varanasi 2010. He is a distinguished member of several Indian and
International Institutions advising on cultural policy, education curricula and reform. He
continues to impart the wisdom of Dhrupad to the talented future generation.
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