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SHRI MANGALA KANTA ROY

Shri Mangala Kanta Roy, famously known as 'Morag Dadu of North", producing
unique bird calls, one of the oldest folk musicians, is widely recognized for his role in
pioneering through musical instrument 'Sarinda'. He has taken folk music to another
level that haunts others to think folk music in a new way.

2k Born on 1% January, 1921 at Gadhayar Kuthi in Dhupguri Block, Jalpaiguri
District, West Bengal, Shri Roy got his primary education from Gadhayer Kuthi Primary
School. At childhood, he lost his parents and took shelter at neighbor's house. Rather
than study, he was enchanted with the musical instrument Sarinda'. He got inspiration
from Tolmohan Roy, a ballad singer, who was playing with the "Sarinda'. The tune
touched his heart at once and he wanted to learn Sarinda from him. He bought
'Sarinda' from him. Out of his profound love, Shri Roy has chosen Sarinda music as his
profession.

& At the age of ninety, Shri Roy was called to Delhi in Pragati Maidan to show his
performance. He won everyone's heart. Now a days we can still hardly find such
musician like Shri Roy who is at the age of 102 still can produce such mesmerizing &
performances to keep the Sarinda music alive. He craves to teach the future performers
who are interested in the 'Sarinda’ so that the song of life can continue, irrespective of
caste, culture and creed. His patience and tenacity, his devotion, ultimately his love for
the Sarinda music is enormous, with full of vitality. His Sarinda tune makes everyone's
mind indifferent to the world. He leads everyone to another world where only spiritual
delight looms large without any 'din and bustle'.

4. Shri Roy received 'Bangaratna' award in the year 2017 from Chief Minister of
West Bengal. On behalf of the State Government he won 'Shilpi Samman' award. Apart
from these, he was invited by so many cultural institutions and given prestigious
medals and awards.
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