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SHRI PARESH RATHWA

Shri Paresh Rathwa is a well known “Pithora” artist (Lakhara — in local language)
from Kawant, Chhotaudepur district of Gujarat State.

2. Born on August 17, 1968, Shri Rathwa completed his study only up to 10" Standard
due to his poor economic condition and started accompaning “Pithora” Lakhara (Artist)
from his village since early childhood. At a young age of 22 he was recognized as a "Pithora"
Lakhara (Artist) by his own Rathwa community. Since 1990 he was writing (painting)
Pithora from village to village and participated in various international, national and state
exhibitions, tribal festivals and Mela to preserve and promote the traditional tribal art form
“Pithora” and represent TRI, Gujarat, Tribal Development Department and the State
Government in many occasions.

S Shri Rathwa had visited "Adivasi Museum" of Tribal Research Institute, Gujarat in
the year 1995. When the then Museum Curator Mr. Ghosalkar came to know that he is
"Pithora" writer (Artist) he was very impressed with his work and at the same time he
expressed sorrow over disappearing of "Pithora" art from tribal culture of the state. He gave
a lot of insight and courage to save this endangered art form. That's how the journey of
preserve and promote the endangered art “Pithora” has began.

4. Shri Rathwa participated in “International Painting Exhibition” held at Fuzita Vinte
Museum, Japan in 1995, Roberto Sioline, Milao, Italy in 2000. He participated and
performed live demonstration of “Pithora” in more than 30 “Painting Exhibitions, Trade
Fairs, Tribal Festivals and Kala Mahotsav” organized by TRIFED, TRI, Gujarat, other State
TRIs, Ministry of Tribal Affairs and other Ministries of Government of India since 1995.

B. Shri Rathwa painted “Pithora” on walls of many such iconic buildings and
Government offices such as DMRC INA Metro Station, New Delhi, on the walls of TRIBES
INDIA show room situated at TRIFED, New Delhi in 2017, on the office wall of Ministry of
Tribal Affairs, New Delhi and on the walls of DIET Office, GCERT Building, Gandhinagar.

6. Shri Rathwa imparted online training to art lovers from seven different countries to
paint "Pithora". Today, through these relentless efforts, this art form has gained State,
National and International recognition. He has been able to give “Pithora” a prominent place in
art galleries as well as museums in foreign countries like England, Italy, France, Japan etc.

7. Shri Rathwa was honoured with State Award by Cottage and Rural Industries
Department in 2018. He was awarded “Best Pithora Artist” by the Governor of Gujarat and
the Chief Minister of Gujarat at Chhotaudepur in 2019, awarded “BEST ARTIST” by the
Chief Minister of Gujarat at Rajkot in 2020; Honored with “Gujarat Travel and Tourism
Excellency Award” by the Chief Minister of Gujarat at Gandhinagarin 2021.
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