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DR. ABBAREDDY NAGESWARA RAO

Dr. Abbareddy Nageswara Rao is widely known in the Botanical world for his
outstanding contributions to the Orchid taxonomy and conservation in India. He has
discovered from India maximum number (35) of orchid species which are new to the world.

2. Bornon 19" June, 1954, Dr. Rao obtained M.Sc. Degree in Botany (1977) from Andhra
University, Waltair. Later, with the Research Fellowship from the Department of Science
and Technology, Government of India, he worked on Orchid Flora of Arunachal Pradesh for
his Ph.D. thesis in Botanical Survey of India, Eastern Circle, Shillong (Meghalaya) from
1978 to 1982 and submitted to Andhra University. He was awarded Ph.D. Degree in 1985.

. Dr. Rao served for 30 years in the Department of Environment and Forests,
Government of Arunachal Pradesh as Orchidologist in State Forest Research Institute,
[tanagar. Later, for 4 years, he served as the Project Director, Centre for Orchid Gene
Conservation of Eastern Himalayan Region, Hengbung in Senapati district of Manipur.
During the 38 years of his experience in the field of Orchid research, he has carried out
several diligent explorations in the virgin forest areas of Northeast Indian states. Some of
his outstanding contributions to the Indian Orchidology are the discovery of 35 new
species; 46 new distributional records to India; 65 new records to N.E. India. To his credit,
he has more than 200 research papers on various aspects of Orchidology published in
various national and international journals. As a part of ex situ conservation enriched
several orchid Gene-banks in N.E. India. He imparted training in Orchid propagation and
cultivation to many Women SHGs of Adi, Aka, Apothani, Bogun, Monpa, Sherdukpen,
Nishi, Kamti, Wancho, Kuki, Naga tribes of Arunachal and Manipur.

4. Dr. Rao, during his service period, also acted in ex officio, as the Chairman for the
Orchid Task Force to form DUS Test Guidelines, Protection of Plant Varieties & Farmers
Right Authority (PPV & FRA), Ministry of Agriculture, Government of India; Member of
Orchid Specialists Group, Indian Sub Continent (SAARC) Region, IUCN ; Member in the
RAC and QRT, National Research Centre for Orchids, Pakyong, Sikkim, under ICAR, New
Delhi; Member of Expert Group on Botanic Gardens, Ministry of Environment & Forests,
Government of India; Member of State Medicinal Plants Board and State Biodiversity
Board, Arunachal Pradesh, Department of Environment & Forests.

1Y Dr. Rao, in recognition of his outstanding contributions to the Orchid Taxonomy and
Conservation in India, is honoured with Dr.T.M. Hynniewtta Biodiversity Gold Medal (2014) by
The East Himalayan Society of Spermatophyte Taxonomy (EHSST), Siliguri; Suraj Prakash Vij
Memorial Award, (2016) by The Orchid Society of India, Chandigarh; Indian Record - by Limca
Book of Records (2020) for discovering maximum number of Orchid species (35) from India.
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