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DR. BAKSHI RAM

Dr. Bakshi Ram is a famous agriculture scientist.

2. Born on 1% July, 1959, Dr. Bakshi Ram received his Graduate, Master and Doctorate
degrees in Plant Breeding from CCS Haryana Agricultural University, Hisar. He has a
distinction of being Director of ICAR-Sugarcane Breeding Institute, Coimbatore and UP Council
of Sugarcane Research, Shahjahanpur, two oldest sugarcane institutions of the country
established in 1912.

3. Dr. Bakshi Ram has made commendable extension efforts to ensure that the farmers get
benefitted from his varieties. As a result, varieties developed by him occupy 29.94 lakh hectares
in Punjab, Haryana, UP, Uttarakhand and Bihar during 2020-21 which was about 89.9 percent
of total sugarcane area in these states and 58.8 percent of the total sugarcane area in the
country. Following his Modified Selection Procedure for developing early maturing varieties
combining high cane yield and high sugar recovery, 22 sugarcane varieties were released and
notified.

4. Co 0238, developed by Dr. Bakshi Ram, paved the way for sweet revolution in the
country through large scale adoption. Co 0238 accounted for about 27.9 lakh hectare area
(84.2%) in five sub-tropical states and 54.9 percent of the sugarcane area in the country.
Adoption of Co 0238 led to about 19.7 t/ha higher cane yield and about 2.44 units higher sugar
recovery. The gross economic benefit of Co 0238 is estimated at Rs. 2,71,885 crores, with an
additional income of Rs. 67,010 crores during 2014-15 to 2019-20 in Punjab, Haryana, UP,
Uttarakhand and Bihar. Breakthrough performance of Co 0238 in UP state has reversed the
trend of demand for a sub-tropical variety in tropical states for the first time in the history of
sugarcane agriculture in the country. Co 0238 has greatly contributed towards achieving the
highest ever sugar production, that in turn led to a Governments' Policy decision on permitting
direct conversion of sugarcane juice and B-Heavy molasses into ethanol. As a result, India has
achieved 10 per cent ethanol blending which led to a saving of about Rs. 15,000 crores. Thus,
Co 0238 has got the potential of eradicating poverty among farming community and to provide
economic boost to sugar mills leading to National Prosperity.

S. Dr. Bakshi Ram has more than 435 publications to his credit and served as the President
and Members of six academic Societies. For his illustrious achievements, he has been conferred
with 48 Awards / Felicitations / Honours including Haryana Vigyan Ratna Award, Rafi Ahmed
Kidwai Award, Fellowship of National Academy of Agricultural Sciences and Life-Time
Achievement Awards by NFCSF Ltd., Society for Sugarcane Research and Development and All
India Sugar Trade Association.

0. After Dr. Bakshi Ram retirement, he is advising the farmers and sugar factory personnel
of 31 sugar mills in Haryana, UP and Bihar on increasing the sugarcane productivity with
judicious use of minimum inputs to improve the net income of the farmers.
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