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SHRI CHINTALAPATI VENKATAPATHI RAJU

Shri Chintalapati Venkatapathi Raju, a grassroots innovator from Etikoppaka
village, Anakapalle, Andhra Pradesh, is known for preserving the traditional method of
making Etikoppaka toys.

2. Born on 14" May, 1963 at Jonnavalsa, Vijayanagaram, Shri Raju got his secondary
education was at Visakhapatnam and Vijayanagaram. He completed his SSCin the year 1979.

S Shri Raju has developed a variety of contemporary wooden lacquer toys for which a
market was gradually emerging in India and abroad. He explored plant sources and the
lead-free dyes in their roots, barks, stems, leaves, fruits, seeds and much more. His
experiments resulted in natural dye concentrates over wide-ranging colours, including
royal red and Indigo. He walked through a strategy of strengthening the local traditions of
making vegetable dyes, develop new tools, techniques and methods for increasing the
bright range of products. This traditional method of making wooden products and toys by
using non-toxic paints and natural dyes, defined the identity of the craft community of the
Etikoppaka village in Southern India, which was otherwise a slowly dying art.

4. Shri Raju was supported by National Innovation Foundation (NIF) - for his efforts to
be more vocal about local. Financial support was given through Micro Venture Innovation
Fund (MVIF) to satisfy working capital needs, setting up of a community lab at the premises
of innovator which could facilitate in-situ product improvements, research and
development. To strengthen their relevance, the portfolio of innovative products have been
made highly interesting, and now, there are a plethora of toy shapes that kids like.
Etikoppaka wooden lacquer toys are well rounded and made using natural dye colours.
This makes them safe, especially for kids. Keeping this in mind, he remains glued to the
conventional art form. Moreover, he engaged his fellow artisans and also provided them
with an employment opportunity locally in the same village. For his work on Etikoppaka
toys, that is, bringing back the lost glory of local toys, he has been praised by the Hon'ble
Prime Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi in his 68" Mann Ki Baat.

5. Shri Raju was conferred with NIF's 2™ Biennial National Grassroots Innovation and
Outstanding Traditional Knowledge Award in the year 2002 by former President of India Dr
APJ Abdul Kalam. INTACH, Vizag Chapter, 2009 gave him the Lifetime Achievement award.
In the year 2018, he was invited to be part of the Sth batch of the Innovation Scholar-In-
Residence programme organized by Rashtrapati Bhavan. In 2019, he received the Lifetime
Achievement Award from the Craft Council of India, Telangana. He has also participated in
the annual Festival of Innovation and Entrepreneurship (FINE), the biggest platform for
grassroots innovators to showcase the merit of their innovations, organized by NIF and DST
under the aegis of Rashtrapati Bhavan.
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