DR. S. L. BHYRAPPA

Dr. S L Bhyrappa is a retired Professor of Philosophy in Regional College of Education
(NCERT), Mysore.

2. Born on 20" August, 1931 in an utterly poor family in a village called Santheshivara of
Channaraya Patna taluq Hassan Dist. of Karnataka, Dr. Bhyrappa lost his mother, an elder
sister and elder brother out of plague and his younger brother due to lack of medical help. He
earned his living doing different works and continued his education. His experience of death
prompted him to study philosophy.

3. Dr. Bhyrappa became a Lecturer in Philosophy in a College at Hubballi for two and a half
years and then in Sardar Patel University of Gujarat for six years. He did his Ph.D on 'Truth and
Beauty' from Baroda University. Then, he joined NCERT at New Delhi from 1967 to 1971. He
was a National Professor for 5 years. He took to writing novels from 1962 and so far, he has
published 25 novels and 4 critical works.

4. Dr. Bhyrappa has traveled in almost all the countries of the world including Antarctica
and the Arctic. He has travelled and stayed in villages of different parts of India and discovered
that the whole of India is culturally one. This gave him a vision of oneness of India.With his
study of India's history, music, dance and temples, he explored the oneness of the country in
almost all of his novels. He has been one of the highest sold novelists of the country. His novels
are translated into most of Indian languages like Marathi, Gujarati, Panjabi, Odissi, Hindi,
Bengali, Telegu, Tamil, Malayalam etc., in addition to English. Seven of his novels are
translated into Sanskrit and they are reprinted 4-5 times in Sanskrit.

9. His Novel 'Mandra' has won 'Saraswathi Samman' award. Original Kannada novel
'Avarana’ has been reprinted 65 times in Kannada, 21 times in Marathi, 22 times in English.
'Daatu’ which got 'Sahithya Academy Award' has been translated into all the 14 Indian
languages. 'Sakshi' gone into 12 reprints. "Thantu' got translated into English, Marathi, Hindi
and Sanskrit. 'BITTI' (Auto biography of Shri Bhyrappa) reprinted 16 times. Many scholars have
earned Ph.D by writing thesis on his novels. Most of these thesis are recommended for
publications by the examiners and these publications have earned appreciations.
Vamshavruksha, Godhuli, Mathadana, Nayi-Neralu, Grihabhanga all these were filmed and
have received best film awards and best story awards and best directions.

6. Dr. Bhyrappa has been conferred honorary doctorates from seven Universities. He was
conferred Sahitya Academy Award for his novel 'DAATU (Crossing Over). He was conferred
Fellowship of Sahitya Academy, which is the highest honor that Sahitya Academy confers on a
very senior writer. His novel 'Parva'is recognized by Sahitya Academy as the best Indian novel of
the 20th Century. 'Parva' is also translated into Chinese and Russian languages by the
selection of Central Government. He was awarded 'Saraswathi Samman' for his novel 'Mandra'.
He was awarded by Assam Sahitya Parishad. He was awarded Padma Shri Award in 2016.
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