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SHRI S. R. D. PRASAD

Veteran Kalarippayattu exponent, Shri S.R.D. Prasad, popularly known as Prasad
Gurukkal, is the chieftain of Sree Bharath Kalari, one of the few old training centres of
Kalarippayattu, the martial discipline of Kerala.

2. Born on 11" January, 1945 in the Village Pallikunnu, District Kannur, Kerala, Shri
Prasad was initiated in Kalarippayattu by his father, Late Shri Chirakkal T. Sreedharan
Nair. He was groomed at home and later in Sree Bharath Kalari, founded by his father in
1936 as Rajkumar Kalari which was renamed post-Indian Independence. After graduation,
he served as an officer in the Rubber Board and then as a Manager of a rubber estate while
continuing the practice and dissemination of his art. Since 1998, he has been the full-time
guru of Sree Bharath Kalari. Still teaching hundreds of young boys and girls, he established
himself as an exponent of Kalarippayattu.

S Along with his disciples, Shri Prasad has given numerous lectures and
demonstrations of this art at various State, National and international venues. Some of
them are the Railway Protection Force celebrations in 2000, World Book Fair in 2008,
Sangeet Natak Akademi, Delhi in 2012 (Health and Harmony in Asian Systems of
Medicines), Yoga Parva of Sangeet Natak Academy in 2015, Presidency College Kolkata,
Embassy in Belgium and Luxembourg in 2017 and Bhuvaneswar in 2018. He served as a
member of the Syllabus Formation Committee of Mumbai University for devising the
postgraduate course 'Movement Science' and the Diploma course 'Dance and Fitness'.
Additionally, he prepared the syllabus for the Diploma in Kalarippayattu Course at Kannur
University and served as the visiting faculty. He was also the visiting faculty for the Dance
and Fitness Course at Mumbai University

4. Shri Prasad has authored various books disseminating the legacy of Kalarippayattu.
Those are Otta (2004), Kalariyile Kala (2010), which is the biography of his father and guru),
Maippayattu (2012), published under a two-year Senior Fellowship of the Central Ministry
of Culture) and Marapidichu Kuntha Payattu (2019). Bharatha Kandam (2009) is a novel
based on the epic Ramayana. To his credit, there are also many articles in various journals
explaining the influence of Kalarippayattu on other art forms of Kerala and the philosophy
behind this comprehensive martial discipline. He is also the co-editor of an English Book on
Kalaripparayytu. Besides, various television channels such as the Doordarshan carried
out interviews and features on him.

S Shri Prasad has received many accolades for his contributions to this martial arts
tradition. Among them are the Gurupooja Award of Kerala Folklore Akademi (2012),
Kendra Sangeeth Nataka Akademi Puraskar (2015), the Award for Best Book (2018)
from Kerala Folklore Academy and the coveted Fellowship of Kerala Folklore Akademi
(2021).
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I 9. IR, II. y49IS

UG ol B A I UG IR HATROIE YR & THIREL. YAIE dRel Hl ALl AR
HATRTAE, B BB YR ARE0 Dal § I T 2 RA Dol & Y4 € |

2 11 TITaY, 1945 DI Teeildg] Tid, RTeT IR, Bl # ST, 1 J41e 7 rae ey waffa s ferese
3. ANeRA ARR A HATRTIE, BT TRIE folT | ITHT FHeAl BT Ugel B W 3R a1 § &1 IR daANl d
R T3, fSTAe] U I fUaT 71 1936 W RISIHAR Bl & WU H @I ol 3R BT 4 9RA Bl
SIS & 978 & (AT 1T | D Wk B UTs & 918, Sl U1 Hedl BT AT AR TAR—IRIR TR
@ U, YR 1S H U BRI & HY H 3iR R Uh IR W T & Y & w4 H HH [6HaT | 1998 ¥, I8
3N IR HARI H YUidIfcrd o €| 31d 1 Abs Jal dshi—asihdl P UKl gV, S Ga Bl
HATRTIE, & HfTATEd & WY H WU T |

3. st gTe = e Rt & |ren, fafa= oy, IS 3R STARRISERT M R 9 dhell & 9R H by
AT 3R IR & & | ST A BB &, T 2000 H YT GReE 91 WARIE, 2008 H A7 YTy Hefl, 2012
H T ATcd IPbIeH!, faeell (2e Us eRAMI 34 URRA Rerd 3ifp AfeRi), 2015 # W fid es
JIHIGH! BT ANT Ud, 2017 H IRATSHT Bietsl DIABIT, dfoctad 3R dTaardead Rerd gamard 3R 2018 #
IR | S8 FATD R UISHhH HaHe Aed’ 3R ST ureashd $i¥ Us fhe’ daR - & foly
qas fasafqenera &1 urogsd iy 9ffd & 9o & w0 4 o 61| 39a 3fdmE, I/ R
fqafaeer § HATRITE, UTeshH H ST & fo1g Urseshd daR fham iR AT hded! & WU H B
foar | 9 Has faafdened § $i9 3R e B & fAfifcT haec! AT o1 |

4. S TG 7 HATRIIE, DI fARTAT BT 3R G dTell By G &I a1 HI 2 | I T 3MET (2004),
HATRRIC el (2010), (ST S71a T iR T &1 Siael 2), HIg (2012), (HTT ARBIA FATST BT &F qURT
IR AR & Ted THIRIG) 3R ARMUSY HAT TATE, (2019) | R H&H (2009) I FETHI TR
MR U & | SBIT DA B 31T el WUl IR BATRGIE, B YHTT 1R §9 AT AT 3MTH & 4w
& T BT FESIT gV =T ufyaret # o3 o Nl forg €| 98 SatRuIE. R Ua ISl R &
AE—AUIGH I © | SHD Aeld], TELH o fAfi=1 THfaoe el =1 9 R AR 3R HieR &y |

5. oA TS DI 39 A IS WWRT H I INTEH & folv ds Fw = Aot € | 399 Rl AlhiId
BT (2012) BT JOYSIT JREDPR, Dg G ACh ADBIGH JREPR (2015), DR DI bradl A
HIINS YEIH (2018) BT YREBR TR DHYel ATBHId TBTEHT (2021) @1 UfIfisd b v € |
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