SHRI KAPIL DEV PRASAD

Shri Kapil Dev Prasad is a traditional handloom weaver who is known for keeping
the 'Bavan Buti' weaving art alive and its expansion. It is made with different colour
threads on the cloth woven on handloom.

2. Born on 5" August, 1955, Shri Prasad could receive his education up to middle
class. He could not enroll in high school due to financial constraints. From the age of 15,
he has been continuously working on weaving cloth with Bawan Buti art on handloom,
his family profession. Thousands of weavers have been trained in this art by him. Sarees,
bed sheets, curtains, table cloths, shawls, dupattas, etc. made by the weavers of Bihar
Sharif are liked in India and abroad.

3. Shri Prasad formed a Primary Weavers Cooperative society in 1980 by organizing
the weavers in his village Bavan Vigha. He has been contributing in providing
employment and other government assistance to the weavers through the cooperative
society. Due to his efforts, Government of India, Ministry of Textiles, New Delhi, under
the National Handloom Development Program (NHDP) is running a block level cluster in
Bihar Sharif, which is benefiting thousands of weaving families.

4. Shri Prasad has been associated with many handicraft weavers' organizations. In
1982, he was elected as a member of the Board of Directors of the Bihar Sharif Regional
Handicraft Weavers Cooperative Union Limited, Bihar Sharif. He was also elected
member of the Board of Directors of Bihar State Handloom Weavers Co-operative Union
Limited, Rajendra Nagar, Patna. In 1990, he was able to export Bavanbuti and Upendra
Maharathi Design's Bed Sheet, Table Cloth, Curtain and Baby Caring Cloth to Germany
and Australia by joining Bihar State Export Corporation Limited Patna. In 1992, he got
constructed a common work shed for weavers by Nirmit Nigam in Bavan Vigha, in which
weavers are still doing weaving work.

S. Shri Prasad is the recipient of numerous awards and honours. He has been
awarded the "National Award" by the Weavers' Cooperative Society in 1993-94 by the
Government of India, Ministry of Textiles, New Delhi; "Weaver's Award" by the
Government of Bihar, Directorate of Handicrafts & Silks, Bihar Patna in 2001-02,
“Akshat Naman Patra” by Takshik Educational Society, Delhi in 2004-05, “Samman
Patra” by District Magistrate Nalanda and “National Merit Certificate” by Government of
India Ministry of Textiles, New Delhi. He has also been honoured by the Upendra
Maharathi Craft Research Institute, Patna and the famous Raymond Company, Mumbai
in the textile sector.
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