Padma Shri

GURU THIRUVIDAIMARUDUR KUPPIAH KALYANASUNDARAM

Guru Thiruvidaimarudur Kuppaih Kalyanasundaram hails from a family of Nattuvanar
parampara from Thanjavur, traditional dance masters and is known for his contribution to the art
of Bharatha Natyam.

2 Born on 1% March, 1932, in Thiruvidaimarudur, (Thanjavur Dist- Tamil Nadu) Guru
Kalyanasundaram learnt Bharatha Natyam from his father Bharatha Vidwan Thanjavur Kuppiah
Pillai, his brother Guru T. K. Mahalingam Pillai, brother in law Guru A.T. Govindraj Pillai and sister
Smt. Karunambal. Helearnt mridangam from his brother Vidwan Sri Marudappa Pillai and Vidwan
Sri Raghunathan Iyer; vocal music from Vidushi Smt. Nagalakshmi and Vidwan Alattur
Panchapakesa Iyer.

3. Guru Kalyanasundaram ancestors were honoured in the royal courts of Baroda, Mysore,
Ramanathapuram and Thanjavur. He conducted the arangetram of his first disciple in 1960, in
Mumbai. For the last over seventy years, he has trained innumerable students some of whom are
well established dancers in India and abroad. His countless productions both traditional and
innovative include — 18th century Thirukutralla Kuravanji -(Vasanthavalli ), Sri Andal -
Thiruppaavai, Charanapaduka - based on Tulsidas Ramayan with the music by Sangeet Martand
Pt. Jasraj, Skanda Leela, Sri Krishna Leela, Mahatmanjali based on the noble ideals of Mahatma
Gandhi and Isai Vani Nrityanjali centenary tribute to M. S . Subbulakshmi (Bharat Ratna awardee)
by hundred dancers. He has presented compositions of Great Poets of India. His presentations on
Adi Shankaracharya, Sri Purandara Dasa, Sri Thyagaraja, Sri Papanasam Sivan, Sri. G. N.
Balasubramaniam, Mahakavi Bharathi (presented at Bharathi's Centenary at his birth place
Ettayapuram in 1981) and Saint Purandaradasa (presented on his 500th birth anniversary at New
Delhiin 1984) are notable among the presentations of other composers.

4. Guru Kalyanasundaram's other choreographic work includes traditional dance compositions
of the Thanjavur Quartet, Thiruvalluvar's Thirukkural, Kambar — Kamba Ramayanam, Elangovar's
Silappathikaram, Avvaiyar's Agaval, Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore, Sant Narsi Mehta, Mahakavi
Subramanya Bharathi, Sant Tukaram & also the National Poets of Nepal & China.

S. In 1982, along with Guru Govindraj Pillai, Guru Kalyanasundaram led a 30 - member dance
troupe to Nepal. In 1986- he had choreographed along with eminent gurus, (of the other classical
dance forms), Pt. Birju Maharaj (Kathak), Guru Kelucharan Mohapatra (Odissi) and Guru Vempatti
Chinnasatyam(Kuchipudi), a widely acclaimed presentation 'National Integration through Dance'.
In 1989, he led a 10 - member dance troupe to participate in the First International Arts Festival of
China. He has presented his work at other International dance festivals in Australia, America,
Canada, Europe Indonesia, Columbia, Mexico, Japan, Malaysia& Singapore. Guru
Kalyanasundaram continues to train a vast number of students and is constantly engaged in
choreographing new themes.

6. Guru Kalyanasundaram has been honoured with many awards and titles for his
outstanding contribution to the art of Bharatha Natyam. Some of the Awards & titles conferred upon
him are the Kalaimamani Award from the Govt. of Tamil Nadu, The Sangeet Natak Akademi Award,
elected fellow of The Sangeet Natak Akademi Ratna Sadasya and several titles such as Natya
Kalanidhi, Natya Selvam,Naada Brahmam and many more.
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