DR. KRISHNA PATEL

Dr. Krishna Patel is a popular and versatile folk singer, who popularized the
Sambalpuri folk songs across the world through her landmark creation of Sambalpuri
song “Rangabati Rangabati”in 1978.

2. Born on 29" November 1958 in Kuchinda village of Sambalpur district of Odisha,
Dr. Patel being inspired by her mother, from early childhood started learning music by
her singer-mother and continued practising 'Chaupadi' and 'Janana’. Later on she got
imparted regular formal training on music from pivotal gurus like Late Fakir Mohan
Pattnaik, a great folk singer, Guru Arun Prassana Seth, Guru Pradip Patra, Guru
Prabhudatta Pradhan and from Guru Prafulla Mitra. She got accredited as 'B' Grade
artiste in All India Radio, Sambalpur in the year 1970 and was upgraded to 'A' grade
later on. Her first song recorded and broadcast was in Sambalpuri, “Ja ja kala
bhamara...”(written by Binod Pasayat) followed by “Man bagicha thi phutichhe mali...”
of Ramprasad Purohit, the popular duet “Aye malti sunaguri re...” with Jitendra
Haripal, “Ahare lari matara...”and many more such songs which made her the
Nightingale of Western Odisha .

e Dr. Patel became the household name for the chartbuster folk based Sambalpuri
duet song, 'Rangabatee Rangabatee...” that took both Krishna Patel and co-singer
Jitendra Haripal (Padma Shri awardee) to the zenith of popularity, which was recorded
for All India Radio, Sambalpur in 1976-77 and re-recorded later on in Hindustan
Records for Indian Record Company (INERCO), Kolkata around 1979-80. It is reported
that Rangabatee song is broadcast in various Radio stations of world including BBC,
London and Russia. The song earned fame and recognition for Odisha in Republic Day
National Parade. The Government of Odisha organize a grand festival each year in the
name “Rangabati Utsav” as a token of respect to the song and also declared the name of
the native village of the lyricist Mitrabahanu Gauntia as “Rangabati Bilung”.

4. Dr. Patel represented the country in the Indian Festivals in Moscow in 1987, the
Dweep Mahotsav in Andaman and Nicober island in 1988 & 1999, the Fete-De-
Pundicheri Festival in 2000. She also represented India in the Bali Yatra Mahotsav held
at Bali, Indonesia.

S The Odisha Sangeet Natak Akademi honoured her in 2002 for her significant
contribution towards promotion of traditional art of Odisha. She was conferred with the
Degree of Doctor of Literature (Honoris Causa) by Utkal University of Culture,
Bhubaneswar on 10th of April, 2015 in recognition of her outstanding achievement in
the field of Creative Folk Art and Music.
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