SHRI UMASHANKAR PANDEY

Shri Umashankar Pandey is an eminent social activist and water conservationist
from village Jakhani, Banda District, Uttar Pradesh. He played a leading and vibrant role in
the construction of India's first water village, with the innovative approach and pioneer of
"Khet Par Med, Med Par Ped" program.

2. Born on 05" February, 1971 in highly backward village Jakhni of drought prone
Banda district of Uttar Pradesh where there was no school, no electricity and no road. Shri
Pandey presented an example of public participation in the Bundelkhand region by
connecting the people of the village for ground water conservation. Noticing the youth
population migrating to the cities due to unemployment as agriculture failed in his village
due to water scarcity, he made a resolution to convert his village, Jakhni into a Jalgram. He
started water conservation work of Jakhni from 1% June, 1995 on community basis. Due to
his efforts, lot of farmers got benefitted and their income increased drastically

o With no government aid in hand, Shri Pandey called upon public participation of
farmers, youth, unemployed people, men and women of Jakhni village who worked tirelessly
and free of cost to construct ridges in farmlands for conserving rainwater and diverting the
village waste water to the farms. The collective efforts led to the village being endowed with 33
wells, 25 handpumps, 6 ponds and 2 drains that brim with water throughout the year. 30 years
back, the village that observed mass migration is now the first water village of the country,
whose water conservation model is being replicated by other villages all across the country.

4. Shri Pandey's innovative method of “Khet Par Med, Med Par Ped" was praised by the
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi in 'Mann Ki Baat'. The Prime Minister also called upon
countrymen to adopt Medbandi through his speech in Man Ki Baat. In the year 2015 and
2016 under the Jal Kranti Abhiyan, Ministry of Jal Shakti, Government of India built 1050
water villages on the Jakhni Model. Due to his innovative way of water conservation, water
level in Banda district rose upto 1 meter 34 cm. He also worked at several places in Madhya
Pradesh and Gujarat. NITI Aayog, Government of India shared Jakhani as the best example
and a successful experiment of traditional water conservation in community basis without
government support. Because of its practicality, his model is being adopted across Uttar
Pradesh and the nation.

5 Shri Pandey has received many National Awards and International Awards. He was
honored by the Ministry of Jal Shakti with the most coveted 'Water Warrior' Award in the 2™
National Water Awards. He also received Rajya Bhujal Award, Jal Praharee, The Water
Digest, World Book of Record, Vidya Bhushan Award, State Award and Governor Award and
many more.
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