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DR. PRABHAKAR BHANUDAS MANDE

Dr. Prabhakar Bhanudas Mande is an eminent scholar in the field of Folklore, Folk
Culture and Literature.

2. Born on 16" December, 1933, Dr. Mande completed his Ph.D.,in 1967, in the field of
Analytical Studies of Folklore. He started his career in 1955 as a Teacher in Government
School in Pishor, Aurangabad. He joined Shri Shivaji College, Parbhani in 1961. He was
Reader in Marathwada University for 17 years and retired as a Senior Professor in 1993.
Some of his important books are 'Gawgadya Baher', 'Ramkathechi Maukhik Parampara'
'Lokrangbhoomi', 'Mangani Thyanche Magte' which are honoured by Maharashtra Sahitya
Parishad Pune. He has presented more than 25 papers in National, Inter-National
conferences held at Hyderabad, Mysore, Kolkata, Madurai, New Delhi, Cuttack and also at
Heidelberg University, West Germany and Arizona University, USA (in absence).

S Dr. Mande also started his studies on folklore and folk artist. While studying this he
specially focused on collecting thousands of folk songs and hundreds of folk stories. He
wrote on various folk arts, lifestyle of folk artist and their presentations of culture and
tradition. This work has been highly appreciated by various universities. Folk literature
was not included in the post-graduation studies at university level. Considering the
importance of life style of these people of society, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada
University included these studies for post graduation in 1973.

4. Dr. Mande prepared the syllabus for post-graduation course, wrote books for
students which were included by universities for this subject. This subject was ncluded at
post-graduation level by other universities of Maharashtra. He established “Loksahitya
Research Centre”, a platform to young generations for studying folk lore and research
projects on this. He conducted about 50 yearly seminars in Maharashtra and Goa. His
many books are translated in Hindi and English languages.

5. Dr. Mande was honoured by various State and National level awards. He has been
honoured with D. Lit in 1991 by Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada University,
Aurangabad for his books 'Gawgadya Baher' and 'Sanketik Gupta Bhasha: Parampara and
Swaroop'. He was also honoured with Late Yashwantrao Chavan Puraskar; Honoured by
Dr. Mohanjee Bhagwat, Sar Sanghchalak, RSS with_Bhushan Puraskar and the title “Lok
Maharshee”; Lok Shahir Annabhau Sathe Jeevan Gaurav by Maharashtra Government;
Maharashtra Sahitya Parishad Jeevan Gaurav (Lifetime Achievement); Sangeet Natak
Akadami Award from Government of India and many more.
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