SHRI AJAY KUMAR MANDAVI

Shri Ajay Kumar Mandavi is a tribal craftsman of wood carving, an environmentalist,
and a social reformer.

2. Born on 11" October 1967 in a Gond tribal family, Shri Mandavi was a child prodigy in
art. He never got any formal training of wood carving and learnt the art by observing his
father. His journey as a wood carving artist began, while making small boats and wooden toys
on the banks of the river in the village. He also used to make small idols of Lord Ganesh. In the
subsequent years, he also carved many other objects including the National Anthem and
other significant symbols and some of the mythological faces.

3. Shri Mandavi gained a name for himself, when he was asked to train the inmates in
Kanker Jail. During the tenure of his training in Kanker, he came up with some remarkable
art pieces, which brought him national and international acclaim. The District Jail of Kanker,
was recognized and placed in the Golden Book of World Records for making the largest
wooden piece of “Vande Matram” in the form of wooden letters (44 feet long and 22 feet wide).

4. Shri Mandavi also formed the Shanta Art Group, having most of the members escaped
from Maoist incidents at different times and joined the mainstream of society through art. It is
an initiative for the rehabilitation of prisoners. He has led several reform initiatives such as
Child development along with youth and women employment under National Tribal Reform
Projects. He has also been associated with social welfare activities of Government and private
agencies for the cause of tribals.

S. Shri Mandavi has won many awards and social acclaims for his selfless services and
craftsmanship. He was honored by the Chhattisgarh State Government for his craftsmanship
in 2006. Got a place in the Limca book of Record in 2007 for making unique wooden
calligraphic art. In 2008, the then Hon'ble President of India honoured him for Wooden
Calligraphic Art and Wooden Sculptures in New Delhi. In the year 2008, he was felicitated by
the then Union Defense Minister for creating the National Anthem (Jana-Gana-Mana) and
National Song (Vande Matram) in wooden calligraphy. In the same year, he was felicitated for
his Wooden Sculpture Art by Shri Shri Ravishankar, the founder of Art of Living, in
Jagdalpur, for creating Bhagavad Geeta in wooden letters. He was conferred with the title of
Bastar Art-son by Arzoo Foundation, Bhilai, in 2009. In the same year Citizen Global Platform
Finland, acknowledged his Eco-friendly brick-making technique through red soil or Gravelly
soil (Moram) as a unique Environment conserving initiative. In 2018 his Wooden Calligraphic
sculpture of “Vande-Matram” was acknowledged by the Golden Book of World Record as the
largest wooden creative work. Recently he was invited as “Youth Icon” in the Youth-20
Samvad Programme, jointly organized by Union Ministry of Youth Welfare and Nehru Yuwa
Kendra Sangathan (under the G-20 year long activities).
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