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SMT. HIRBAIBEN IBRAHIMBHAI LOBI

Smt. Hirbaiben Ibrahimbhai Lobi, President of the Adivasi Mahila Sangh, also
known as the Siddi Woman's Federation, is known for her works for the Siddi Samaj
and women's empowerment, their education and upliftment. which has 550 Siddi
members from 42 Mahila Vikas Mandals. She founded the Women's Development
Foundation in 2004. She did not run in any elections but has emerged as a village
leader as a result of her efforts to better the lives of her community, women, in
particular.

2. Born on 1% January, 1953. Smt. Hirbaiben hails from Jambur village, Gir,
Gujarat. She lost her parents at a young age and was raised by her grandmother. She
received no basic education and did not attend school or college. She was married with
Shri Ibrahimbhai Lobi at an early age. She earned her livelihood by cultivating with the
help of her husband on a small piece of land given by her father. In the absence of
modern tools, they tilled the ground by hand.

S Smt. Hirbaiben is a member of the Siddi community which accounts for 98% of
Jambur's population. Siddis are African tribals who were brought to India as slaves for
the ruler of Junagadh around 400 years ago. The Siddis, one of Gujarat's most
backward communities, have spent decades living in the shadows, neglected and
ignorant. She was determined to make a difference in the lives of other women. She is
spearheading a silent revolution in 18 Saurashtra villages. Her initiatives include a
cooperative movement, family planning, and a small savings club for the Siddis. They
are also selling the trademark Siddis vermicompost. The women's cooperative now also
provides loans and raises awareness about health problems. She also assisted in the
construction of a community school for the Siddis and thus transformed the lives of
over 700 women and children.

4. Smt. Hirbaiben has received several honours and awards. In 2001, she was
awarded the Samman Patra by Gujarat Agriculture University in Junagadh and again
in 2007 and 2012; the Women's World Summit Foundation's 'Prize for Women's
Creativity in Rural Living' in 2002 and the IMC Ladies' Wing awarded with the
'Jankidevi Bajaj Puraskar' for Outstanding Woman Rural Entrepreneur in 2006;
Harmony Silver Award and the Reliance Industries' 'Real Heroes Award' in 2008. She
also received numerous awards for her endeavors, including the Senior Citizen Award -
CNN IBN, the Business Women Committee - Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, and the Amodini Award -Godfrey Phillips Bravery, among others. She
donated her prize money to children's schooling and the empowerment of Siddi women.
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