Padma Shri

SHRI DOMAR SINGH KUNVAR

Shri Domar Singh Kunwar is a renowed Natya Nacha folk dance artist who
dedicated his life in preserving the tradition, for over 5 decades. He has performed
plays in 13 dialects & languages. Through his plays, he has spread awareness about
eradicating superstition and social media evils like child marriage.

2. Born on January 13, 1947 in Latabod village of Chhattisgarh Shri Kunwar
completed his higher secondary education in 1962. He formed Mayaru Mor Latabod
Loknacha in 1966 after getting Nacha art education in 1960 from his father and
Guru. He entered as Kalajatha Director in 1991 and gave stage performances in
cities and metropolitan cities like Delhi, Kolkata, Nagpur etc. He formed many
Kalajathas and imparted training.

3. Shri Kunwar gave more than 10,000 stage and street performances in many
villages, towns and cities of India. He worked for making Durg district fully literate
in 2002 and in eradication of leprosy, diarohhea, malaria etc. He worked for better
health environment, vaccination, pure drinking water, sanitation, house to house
toilets etc. Through his 100 songs and 60 playes, he has spread awareness across
villages and cities for child marriage prevention and many more mythological and
social evils. This awakeningis continued through his Nacha Gammat performances

4. Shri Kunwar has been honoured with many awards. He was first honoured by
District Literacy Committee, Durg in 1991. Other honours conferred on him are
Kala V Natya Samata National Award by Sahitya Mumbai in 2022; Barhapali
Nishad Lok Samman in 2003; Scheduled Caste Development Council Gyan Peeth
Shri Samman in 2011; Bhuiyan Samman in 2008; Dau Mandraji Award by
Sutradhar Sanstha in 2002; Leprosy Eradication (DENLEP) in 1998; Lokkala
Shikhar Samman Indian Dalit Literature Adak, Chhattisgarh in 2013; Dharti Putra
Samman; Chhattisgarh Mati Putra Samman etc.
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