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PROF. (DR.) ARVIND KUMAR

Prof. (Dr.) Arvind Kumar, Founder Vice-Chancellor of Rani Lakshmi Bai Central Agricultural
University (RLBCAU), is a renowned Agricultural Scientist, Reformer, and Eminent Educationist
who has made exemplary contributions in agricultural science and technology during his 47 years
of diverse professional career in universities and the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR).

2. BornonJuly 4, 1952, Dr. Kumar has an excellent academic record having obtained Ph.D degree
in Agronomy from Meerut University in 1975. His visionary leadership played a pivotal role in creating
the new Central Agricultural University (RLBCAU, Jhansi), an Institution of National Importance. The
university features energy-efficient architecture, solar harvesting, total rainwater catchment, and
world-class self-sustainable infrastructure and amenities for the Colleges of Agriculture, Horticulture,
and Forestry. These facilities were completed in a record time and were inaugurated by Hon'ble PM Shri
Narendra Modi Ji. The notification of first chickpea variety and the establishment of seed production
hubs for pulses, oilseeds, and millets, accelerated availability of quality seeds and enhanced farmers'
income. Moreover, during his tenure of 8 years as Vice-Chancellor, he developed two modern
constituent Colleges of Veterinary and Fisheries Sciences at Datia, MP.

3. As Deputy Director General (Agri. Education), ICAR, Dr. Kumar effectively coordinated and
improved educational quality in India through numerous innovative approaches and policies,
formulation of the World Bank-aided National Agricultural Higher Education Project, Student Rural
Entrepreneurship and Awareness Development Yojana, and establishment of Central Agricultural
Universities, among other reforms. He facilitated national and international collaboration in frontier
areas, strengthened research capabilities and student entrepreneurial skills in agricultural
universities, resulting in better employability. As Chairman, he was instrumental in drafting the
policy document for doubling farmer's income for the UP state and also revised the syllabus for
postgraduate Agricultural Education, influencing innovations to meet current needs.

4. Dr. Kumar's efforts through agro-technological advances and contribution towards the
development of four improved varieties, including India's first mori CMS-based mustard hybrid, led
to productivity enhancement. During his tenure as Director of ICAR — Directorate of Rapeseed-
Mustard Research, Bharatpur, establishment of laboratories and efficient implementation of
Brassica research resulted in identification of 53 varieties for different ecologies, which further
boosted the production. As the Indian team leader for international projects, he added 150 diverse
Brassica germplasms, making significant genetic gains. During his 27years of profession at
GBPUA&T, Pantnagar, he authored several books and research papers, guided PG students, and
established KVKs, promoting farm literacy, and fostering partnerships between farmers and
researchers. He is a Fellow of the prestigious National Academy of Agricultural Sciences and several
other societies. He was also elected as President of reputed societies like ISA, ISOR, and SRMR. He
has participated in many international events across the globe and in recognition of his valuable
contributions on Brassica, he was granted membership in the GCIRC, Paris.

S. Dr. Kumar's achievements have been recognized by several awards and fellowships,
including the Indian Society of Agronomy (ISA) Gold Medal and the Lifetime Achievement Award of
ISA and Society for Rapeseed-Mustard Research. His accolades include the Delhi Ratan, UP Ratan,
Harit-Ratan, and Dr. Rajendra Prasad Puruskar, among others.
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