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SHRI MAGUNI CHARAN KUANR

Shri Maguni Charan Kuanr, a renowned Puppeteer from Keonjhar, is very
popular in Odisha and outside as well for his enchanting puppet shows. He
learned this art form from Guru Makardhwaja Behera at the age of 15
successfully and he formed a cultural party named as 'Utkal Biswakarma
Kalakunja' for puppet dance and performed throughout the Nation.

2. Born on February 12, 1937, Shri Kuanr faced several challenges, mostly
financial, from the beginning till today. He lost his wife as he was unable to
provide medicines and medical treatment while she was suffering from heart
disease for his puppet party. He faced many problems and have sacrificed a lot
but kept this art form alive.

& When late Shri Dhiren Pattnaik was the Secretary, Odisha Sangeet Natak
Akademi, Shri Kuanr arranged his first official show 'Ravan Baddha' at Rabindra
Mandap, Bhubaneswar in 80's. Since then he has been consistently performing
across the State and India mostly under the aegis of State and Central Sangeet
Natak Akademi. Apart from private program, he has staged puppets show at
places like New Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, Guwahati, Meghalaya, Sikkim,
Agartala, Cooch Behar, Bhopal, Shantiniketan and Asiad-1972, Bangalore
(International Puppet Show) etc.

4. Shri Kuanr is a versatile artist. He prepares puppets of different character
and writes scripts dialogue. He is also a wood carver, painter, script writer, clay
image maker and an actor. He also performed on Geeti-natya of Baishnab Pani
and Ramayan of Biswanath Khuntia. Even, now at the age of 87 years, he never
sits idle. Apart from puppet making, he is still performing at different places and
thereby providing entertainment to the people and promoting and propagating
this traditional puppet dance with all its pristine glory.

S. Shri Kuanr is the recipient of numerous Awards and honors both inside
the State and outside and brought laurels to the State. He received Odisha
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award in 1984; Central Sangeet Natak Akademi Award
in 2004 by Dr. A.PJ. Abdul Kalam and the State's highest award on Culture "Kabi
Samrat Upendra Bhanja Sanman in 2012.
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