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SHRI MAHIPATRAI PRATAPRAI KAVI

Shri Mahipatrai Prataprai Kavi (popularly known as Kavi) is an international
puppeteer and the founder of "Puppets and Plays" which was founded in the year 1973.

8 Born on 28" March, 1931, Shri Kavi did his Diploma in Acting from Darpana
Academy of Performing Arts and participated in many dramas that were being
performed at the academy. He was there at the academy from 1960 -1970. However,
during his tenure at the academy, he wasn't satisfied with his acting career and always
felt that something was missing and started to search for something new. That is when,
he saw Meherben Contractor manipulating her puppets. On seeing her do that, he was
convinced that Puppetry is for him and that is when he decided to plunge in to it.

S Shri Kavi learnt the art of Puppetry under the guidance of his Guru Meherben
Contractor and while learning this art form, he realised that in order to perform this art,
a puppeteer needs to master other art forms such as Reader, Writer, Poet, Actor,
Drawing, Sculptor, Music, and command over Languages.

4. Till date, Shri Kavi has written and directed over 200 plays in various languages
such as Gujarati, Hindi, Sindhi, Urdu, English and French. He has performed more
than 4000 shows in India and abroad. He has successfully used this art to represent
Indian History, Culture and Heritage with some of his plays like Krishnaleela
(performed with Leather puppets in languages like French and English); Ramayana
(performed with Leather puppets in languages like French and English); Umar Marvi
(performed with Rod and Glove puppets in Sindhi Language); Stories of Panchtantra
(performed in Gujarati, Hindi and English); Tagore's Dak Ghar (Post-Office) and
Bhartendu Harishchandra's Andher Nagri Chaupat Raja.

5. Shri Kavi has also conducted workshops on puppetry in various educational
institutions such as CEPT, PDPU, Gujarat University Department of Journalism, etc.
He has also designed some courses to include puppetry in children's education,
puppetry for social causes and awareness, etc.

6. Shri Kavi is the recipient of numerous awards and honours viz. Gaurav Puraskar
by the Sangeet Natak Akademi, Gujarat in 1993-94; Zaverchand -Meghani Award by
the Government of Gujarat in 2000-01; TagorePuraskar by the Sangeet Natak
Akademi, New Delhiin 2012; Gujarat Lok kala Rashtriya -Gaurav Puraskarin 2018.
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