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DR. MODADUGU VIJAY GUPTA

Dr. Modadugu Vijay Gupta has been involved for over 60 years in improving the food
and nutritional security of resource-poor through aquaculture in Asia, Pacific and Africa. He
is credited with being architect of Blue Revolution in Asia and across the globe. His special
focus has been for empowerment of rural women and landless in developing countries
through simple, low-cost fish farming technologies he has developed.

2. Born on 17" August 1939, Dr. Gupta received Bachelor of Science degree from Andhra
University, Master of Science degree from Banaras Hindu University and Doctor of
Philosophy (Ph.D) degree from University of Calcutta. His ground breaking research in early
1970s led to doubling production in aquaculture and laid the foundation for “Blue Revolution

3. Dr. Gupta worked for over 30 years as Fisheries Expert/Advisor with various
international organisations - the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia-
Pacific (UN-ESCAP), Food and Agriculture Organisation of United Nations (FAC) of UN) and
the World Fish Center (CGIAR), and oversaw implementation of programs in some 20
countries of Asia, Africa and the Pacific. In all these countries, his work resulted in increasing
incomes and food security of millions of rural poor and led to empowerment of rural women.

4. Dr. Gupta has been Consultant to many international organisations such as FAO of
UN; DANIDA; AusAID; USAID; the World Bank; the Asian Development Bank;
Commonwealth Secretariat, London; Agriculture Research Center of Netherlands; Mekong
River Commission; WorldFish Center (CGIAR), Malaysia, etc. He has been a Member, High
Level Panel of Experts of Committee on World Food Security of United Nations, former
Technical Advisor to Government of Andhra Pradesh and to Government of Telangana.

51 In recognition of his exceptional achievements in enriching the diets and lives of the
most impoverished families and contributing to food and nutritional security, Dr. Gupta has
received many awards and honours, most prominent among them being: the World Food
Prize in 2005, considered as Nobel Prize in Food and Agriculture. The Sunhak Peace Prize
Foundation, South Korea conferred on him the inaugural Sunhak Peace Prize in 2015,
considered as alternate to Nobel Peace Prize for addressing food crisis facing human kind and
giving the poor a sense of hope. He received Trillion Million Lifetime Achievement Award from
the International Union for Food Science and Technology (IUFoST); Nutra Life Time
Achievement Award from Nutraceutical and Health Food Industries; Gold Medal from the
Asian Fisheries Society, Malaysia; Honorary Life Member Award from the World Aquaculture
Society, USA; Eminent Agriculture Scientist Award from the Government of Andhra Pradesh;
Outstanding Team Research Award from the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR),
etc. He received Honorary Doctor of Science (D.Sc) degrees from G.B. Pant University of
Agriculture and Technology, and Central Institute for Fisheries Education.
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