Padma Vibhushan

SHRI SOMANAHALLI MALLAIAH KRISHNA

Shri Somanahalli Mallaiah Krishna is former External Affairs Minister and former Chief
Minister of Karnataka. His statesman like vision and administrative acumen, set a new benchmark in
every office that he occupied during a career straddling more than six decades. His citizen- friendly
initiatives and humane approach to decision-making while serving in various capacities in New Delhi,
Bengaluru, and Mumbai have benefitted millions across our nation.

2. Born on 1% May, 1932, in Somanahalli, a village in Maddur Talug, Mandya district,
Karnataka, Shri Krishna obtained his B.A. degree from Maharaja's College, Mysore, and a degree in
Law from Government Law College, Bangalore. Subsequently, he migrated to the United States to
graduate from the Southern Methodist University in Dallas, Texas, and the George Washington
University Law School in Washington D.C, where he was a Full bright Scholar. Soon after his return
to India, he forayed into politics with his debut as Member of the Legislative Assembly from Praja
Socialist Party in 1962.

3. Shri Krishna served the nation and the state in various capacities as Union Minister of State for
Finance (1984-85) and Union Minister of State for Industry (1983-84); Speaker of Karnataka Legislative
Assembly (1989-92); Deputy Chief Minister, Government of Karnataka (1992-94); Minister for
Commerce & Industry & Parliamentary Affairs, Government of Karnataka (1972-77). He was a member
of Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha several times between 1971 to 2014.

4. Shri Krishna, as the External Affairs Minister, Government of India, approved the
establishment of Passport Seva Kendras across the country for the convenience of the common
person even as he extended a hand of friendship to several nations to cement bilateral economic and
trade relations with them.

5. Shri Krishna, as the Chief Minister of Karnataka, worked to develop rural outreaches and urban
precincts with equal resolve and diligence. He articulated, planned and implemented the novel mid-day
meal scheme for school children. This initiative helped more children to pursue education regularly. He
pioneered the concept of "Brand Bangalore" and established an ecosystem to facilitate the growth of
industries in the Information Technology and Biotechnology sectors and for the genesis of start-ups. He
was the project's chief architect to connect Bangalore with several international destinations through
an airport of global standards. Today, with two terminals, the buzzing Kempe Gowda International
Airport (KIAL) stands testimony to his visionary approach to developmental projects. He encouraged
public-private-participation through the Bangalore Agenda Task Force (BATF), an entity consisting of
business and civic leaders, to draw up an agenda for the city and suggest ways in which the city's
infrastructure and service delivery improve according to best practice systems elsewhere. He was also
instrumental in introducing reforms in the Energy Sector and digitizing land records through a scheme
christened BHOOMI.

6. Shri Krishna piloted Karnataka state to its place of pride between 1999 and 2004 after
leading the Congress to victory as President of the Karnataka Pradesh Congress Committee in 1999.
On demitting the office of Chief Minister, he took oath as Governor of Maharashtra in December,
2004. He returned to his home state in 2008 and was elected Chairman of the Election Management
and Coordination Committee, KPCC, and occupied this post till 2013.
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