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SMT. PRITIKANA GOSWAMI

Smt. Pritikana Goswami is a renowned Master artisan & craftswoman of Nakshi
Kantha.

2! Born on 15" October, 1959, Smt. Goswami after completion of her matriculation
examination was looking for meaningful work to support her family. With no financial
backing from the family, she started doing odd jobs related to embroidery. Smt.
Goswami was encouraged by Ms. Ruby Pal Chowdhury, Chairperson of Crafts Council
of West Bengal in 1990 to open an artisan training cum workshop in rural south 24
Parganas, which was her first major break into Nakshi Kantha.

3. Smt. Goswami moved sonarpur in south of Kolkata in 2000. Her centre taught
women traditional Kantha embroidery called Nakshi Kantha. In 2016 she took up the
role of chief mentor & memory officer at Hushnohana. Today, the Kamrabad centre has
18 skilled craftswomen. She took up various training workshop on Kantha Stitch under
the scheme Guru Sishya Parampara under affiliation of Government of India. She also
received certificate from FICCI Ladies Organisation, supported by Hans Seidel
Foundation Germany on Entrepreneurship Development Program for Craft Person.
Under her umbrella almost 300 students have thrived and found direction. She started
touring the country to present her skilled craft at many fairs and exhibitions. Alongside
she attained many Workshops on craft and culture at many countries such as United
States of America, Romania etc. In 2006 she became associated with a Japanese
project, which is an extension of the Crafts Council of West Bengal and is still running
in Sonarpur. She conducted the Culture Crafts Conservation Convention as main artist
at National Bal Bhawan.

4. Smt. Goswami has been honoured with many awards. She won Special prize
from West Bengal Government on Karu Shilpa Protijogita on 1996-97 and first prize in
1997-98. She won National Award in 2001 for the craftsmanship by the then President
of India. Later she was also recognized as master Caftswoman.
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