Padma Vibhushan

W

SHRI ZAKIR HUSSAIN

Shri Zakir Hussain is a pre-eminent classical tabla virtuoso, appreciated and
acknowledged in the fields of percussion, world music and western classical music.

2 Born on 9" March, 1951, Shri Zakir was a child prodigy. The foremost disciple of
his father, the legendary Ustad Alla Rakha, Shri Zakir began his professional career at
the age of 12, accompanying India's greatest classical musicians and dancers and
touring internationally with great success by the age of 18. His brilliant accompaniment,
solo performance and genre-defying collaborations, including his pioneering work to
develop a dialogue between North and South Indian musicians, have elevated the status
of his instrument both in India and globally, bringing the tabla into a new dimension of
renown and appreciation. He is widely considered a chief architect of the contemporary
world music movement. His contribution has been unique, with many historic and
groundbreaking collaborations, including Shakti, Remember Shakti, Masters of
Percussion, Planet Drum and Global Drum Project with Mickey Hart, Tabia Beat Science,
Sangam with Diaries Uoyd and Eric Hariand, Crosscurrents with Dave Holland and Chris
Potter, in trio with Bela Fleck and Edgar Meyer, and, most recently, with Herbie Hancock.

3. As a composer, Shri Zakir has scored music for numerous feature films, major
events and productions. He has composed 3 concertos, and his third, the first-ever
concerto for tabla and orchestra, was premiered in India in September, 2015, by the
Symphony Orchestra of India, premiered in Europe and the UK in 2016, and in the USA
in April, 2017, by the National Symphony Orchestra at Kennedy Center.

4. Shri Zakir has held various positions such as Mentor in the Rolex Mentor and
Protege Arts Initiative, 2018-2019. As an educator, he has been in residence at Princeton
University and Stanford University and in 2015, he was appointed Regents' Lecturer at
UC Berkeley; Resident Artistic Director at SFJazz from 2013 until 2016

S. Shri Zakir has many Awards & Recognition to his name such as Kyoto Prize
Laureate in Arts and Philosophy, 2022; Aga Khan Music Award, 2022; LLD (Doctor of
Law) degree conferred by Mumbai University, 2022; Doctor of Literature (D.LitL) (Honoris
Causa) conferred by FTM University Gwalior, 2022; Downbeat Critics' Poll Best
Percussionist Award, 2021 and 2020; Sangeet Natak Akademi Fellow, 2018; Antonio
Carlos Jobirrt Award by Montreal Jazz Festival, 2018; San Francisco Jazz Lifetime
Achievement Award, 2017; Grammy for Global Drum Project (Contemporary World
Music Album), 2009; Padma Bhushan, 2002; USA's National Heritage Fellowship, 1999;
Grammy for Planet Drum (Best World Music Album), 1992; Sangeet Natak Akademi
Award, 1990 and Padma Shri, 1988.
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