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SMT. JODHAIYA BAI BAIGA

Smt. Jodhaiya Bai Baiga, belonging to Baiga Tribe is a renowned artist of Baiga
painting.

2! Born on 1% January, 1949 in a small village Lorha in Umaria district of Madhya
Pradesh, Smt. Baiga lived most of her life in utter poverty and spent many years doing
hard manual labour, odd jobs, selling firewood and brewing a local alcohol out of
Mahua for a living. However, her life got a big change in 2008 when Ashish Swami, an
artist and alumnus of Kala Bhavan, Shanti Niketan, Kolkata came to her village Lorha
and set up his art studio 'Jan Gan Tasveerkhana' there. He gave Smt. Baiga some
manual work there and simultaneously introduced her to painting with brush and
colours. The Baiga Tribes mainly worship Shiva, Naag and Tiger as their deities. Smt.
Baiga started painting here. She expressed fabulous sense of imagination. She portrays
Lord Shiva in a very prominent way. Almost all her paintings have symbol of Lord Shiva.
The geometric figures, she draws are childlike, colourful, and dressed in dramatic
costumes. Depicting the folk tales associated with tiger as a god, she has disseminated
the importance of protecting environment and wildlife.

&l Smt. Baiga has brought recognition and identity to the traditional relief work,
culture and philosophy of Baiga Tribe. The illiterate woman who has never seen the face
of school drew the attention of the new generation and art masters towards her art.
Attracting thousands of indigenous as well as foreign visitors to Baiga painting and
culture, she has turned the village into an Art Tourism Spot. She has also been teaching
more and more Baiga women artists about how to do the paintings and making them
self dependent.

4. Smt. Baiga has been honoured with many awards such as Nari Shakti Puraskar
by the Hon'ble President of India in March, 2022. She was honoured by Chief Minister
of Madhya Pradesh for Baigha International Art at Vindhya Maikal Utsav, Umeriya
2016. She participated in National Tribal Art Camp 2020 at Bandhavgarh, Madhya
Pradesh organized by Lalit kala Academy, New Delhi.
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