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SMT. SUDHA MURTY

Smt. Sudha Murty, Chairperson of Murty Foundation is a renowned philanthropist &
author.

2. Born on 19" August 1950, in Shiggaon, North Karnataka, Smt. Murty completed her
Engineering in Electronics & Electrical Engineering from B.V.B College of Engineering &
Technology, Hubli, in 1972 and received her Master's degree in Computer Science from IISc,
Bangalore in 1974. She was the first woman engineer to be hired by TELCO (now Tata Motors)
and has also worked as a teacher. She established the Infosys Foundation & served as its
chairperson for 25 years. Currently, she is the chairperson of Murty Foundation, a not-for-
profit organisation dedicated to the preservation and celebration of culture, science, and
knowledge systems born out of India. She is on the advisory board of PM Cares Fund. She is
also the recipient of nine honorary doctorates from universities across India, including IIT
Kanpur. She is serving on several boards like IIT Kanpur, Kharagpur, [IM Kolkata, National
Book Trust and others.

3. Smt. Murty has successfully initiated and anchored several projects across India in the
fields of healthcare, education, art & culture, animal welfare, women's empowerment, and
public hygiene. One of Smt. Murty's foremost contributions towards the empowerment of
women has been her extensive work with the devadasi community that helped rehabilitate
3000 devadasis, providing them with financial independence through sustainable
livelihoods. She has supported relief efforts during 16 natural disasters, built more than
70,000 libraries in Karnataka, and constructed 15,000 toilets and 5 Dharmshalas. She has
provided grants to universities for research, individuals for education & financial aid,
supported training programs for teachers & vocation skill building, sponsored mid-day meals
to feed thousands of individuals on a daily basis, supported animal welfare organizations for
the well being of domestic & wild animals & conservation and restoration of Indian heritage
monuments.

4. Smt. Murty is a prolific writer and has penned several bestselling books across genres
from children's books to short stories, novels, technical books, and travelogues. She mainly
writes in English and Kannada, but her books have been translated into all the major Indian
languages and have sold over 30 lakh copies around the country. Several of her books have
also been translated into Italian and Arabic. Her writings are replete with values of
compassion and kindness, in keeping with our culture and heritage. As of December 2022,
Smt. Murty has 248 titles to her name.

S. Smt. Sudha Murty received Padma Shri from the Government of India in 2006. She was
also awarded the Rajyotsava award and the Attimabbe award for excellence in Kannada
literature from the Government of Karnataka in 2000 and 2012 respectively, the Lal Bahadur
Shastri National Award in 2020, the R.K. Narayan Award for Literature in 2006.
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