SMT. COOMI NARIMAN WADIA

Smt. Coomi Nariman Wadia is the Chairperson and Conductor of the Paranjoti
Academy Chorus. She is India's first female conductor of choral music and is recognised
internationally for her definitive first performances of new music, not only in india, but from
all over the world. She has been the Music Director and Conductor of the Paranjoti Academy
Chorus for the past 56 years.

2. Born on 6" August, 1933, Smt. Wadia received her Diploma in Commercial Art from the
Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy School of Art, Mumbai. Concurrently, she was trained as a pianist
and won Palamkote Awards for both her Associate (ATCL) and Licentiate (LTCL) diplomas of
the Trinity College of Music, London.

3. The Paranjoti Academy Chorus founded by Dr. Victor Paranjoti was the first Indian
choir to go on a concert tour of Europe in 1961. As a teenager, Smt. Wadia joined Dr.
Paranjoti's chorus as a soprano, and soon, her exemplary musicianship and innate
leadership skills saw her in a quasi-assistant conductor role to the maestro. On the death of
Dr. Paranjotiin 1967, she picked up the baton and took the already internationally acclaimed
chorus to new heights. Besides performing in major cities all over India, the choir has
performed in concerts, festivals, and radio and television broadcasts in Europe, the USA, the
Middle East, Japan, Philippines and South Korea.

4. Smt. Wadia besides championing compositions by Dr. Victor Paranjoti, commissioned
Indian composers like Shri Abel D'Cruz, Shri J Amaldev, and Shri Nariman Wadia to write for
the Chorus. The legendary composer Shri Vanraj Bhatia (Padma Shri awardee) wrote four
works especially for the Paranjoti Academy Chorus. Hundreds of Indian singers and
instrumentalists have performed concerts, often their Indian debuts, under her baton.

S. In 1972, Smt. Wadia represented India at the inauguration of the Kennedy Center,
Washington, and at the Choral Festival at the Lincoln Centre, New York. She won first prize at
the IX International Choral Song Festival in Poland in 1974, and second prize in the IX
International Choral Festival in Tolosa, Spain in 1977, where the Mayor also awarded her the
Golden Olive. At the Stuttgart Partnersingen Sister Cities Festivalin 1981, she was selected to
conduct the final concert with over 700 singers. In 1991, Pandit Ravi Shankar invited the
choir to perform his compositions in the One India Show. In 2000, His Holiness the Dalai
Lama invited the Chorus to perform at the World Festival of Sacred Music in Bangalore. In
2005, she represented India at the 7" World Symposium on Choral Music in Kyoto, Japan. In
2009 and 2011, she and the Chorus were invited by the Government of India to perform
Christmas music at the Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi, for the then President of India, Smt.
Pratibha Patil.

6. Smt. Wadia was awarded the Laadli of the Century award by the Laadli Media &
Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity for her trailblazing and inspirational work in 2018.
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