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SHRI DHANIRAM TOTO

Shri Dhaniram Toto is the person who has played a great role to preserve an
endangered language 'Toto' and making people aware about the importance of their
culture and language. He is a government employee who belongs to a small tribe Toto'.

7 Born on 11" June, 1964, Shri Toto started his primary education from Totopara
Primary School. He did his Matriculation from Rampur Singimari Higher Secondary
School. Later, he joined BCW SC/ST Welfare Department as a Social Worker in 1991.
He is still associated with this Department.

S The engrossment of Shri Toto in his culture and tradition is praiseworthy. He has
represented Toto folk culture, tales, and songs through his writings. Also, he has
written poems and novels in Bengali language. Despite all the odds, his dedication
towards the Toto culture and developing Toto Script is commendable. His work on Toto
Alphabet was completed in 2018. He represented Toto tribe in Delhi on 23™ January,
1993, on the invitation of the then President Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma and the Prime
Minister Shri Narshima Rao.

4. Shri Toto has been honoured with many Awards like 'Tamro Patro' from West
Bengal Government in 1997; 'Samaj Sanskriti Puruskar' for his work on Toto folk
culture; 'Sahitya Puruskar' for his novel "Dhanua Totor kothamala" in 2021 and
Dooars Ratna-2019 etc.
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