SMT. VANI JAIRAM (POSTHUMOUS)

Smt. Vani Jairam was an acclaimed singer of exceptional calibre and exquisite
artistry. Her remarkable repertoire includes decades of film playback singing in over 19
Indian languages, recordings and live concerts of light-classical Hindustani and Carnatic
compositions, devotional Bhajans, Thumris and Abhangs.

2 Born on November 30, 1943 in Tamil Nadu, Smt. Vani received her Bachelor's
Degree in Economics from Queen Mary's College, Chennai, and thereafter, took up
employment with the State Bank of India. However, it was music that was her destiny and
calling. She was a child prodigy who could identify ragas as early as the age of 2. Formally
trained in Carnatic classical music by revered masters such as Sri. Cuddalore Srinivasa
Iyengar, Sri. T. R. Balasubramanian and R.S. Mani, Smt. Vani Jairam went on to perform
on stage and All India Radio from the age of 8.

3. Smt. Vani was trained in Hindustani Music under the exacting tutelage of Ustad
Abdul Rahman Khan. Renowned composer Vasant Desai invited her to sing three songs
for the Hindi film Guddi, in 1971. 'Bol re papihara’, took the country by storm. 'Hum ko
man ki shakti dena', another song from the same film, remains the Morning Prayer song
in many schools across India, even to this day.

4. Intricate compositions of renowned Hindi film music directors such as Madan
Mohan, Naushad, O.P. Nayyar, Jaidev, Laxmikant-Pyarelal and R.D. Burman were soon
offered to her. The crowning glory of her career was singing the songs for Pandit Ravi
Shankar's magnum opus Meera, directed by Gulzar. Crossing linguistic barriers
effortlessly, Smt. Vani Jairam's songs such as 'Odhun to Odhun' in Gujarati, 'Sukhat che
hai sukha' in Marathi, 'Seigaan keno Ami' in Bengali, and 'Megha Barasila' in Odiya, are
still cherished in the respective states of India. Moving to the South in 1973, Smt. Vani
won the hearts of Tamil film music composers instantly. Her Tamil song 'Malligai en
mannan mayangum' composed by M.S. Viswanathan was followed by thousands of
unforgettable songs of astounding range in Tamil, Kannada, Malayalam and Telugu.

Sie Smt. Vani was the recipient of several awards and honours. Her very first film song
'Bol re papi hara' fetched her the prestigious Tansen Samman for best classical song. She
was honoured with the coveted National Award for Best Female Playback Singer three
times, in 1976, 1980 and 1991. The Tamil Nadu Government conferred 'Kalaimamani'
Award and the 'Life Time Achievement' Award. She also got State Awards from Kerala and
Gujarat.

0. Smt. Vani passed away on 4" February, 2023.
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