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SHRI SAKINI RAMACHANDRAIH

Shri Sakini Ramachandraih is a vocal folk singer and Dhol player well-known for
"Kanchu melam-Kanchuthalam, a tribal art form belonging to the Koya (Primitive
Tribal Group) peoplein Telangana and Andhra Pradesh.

2. Born on 1% January, 1963 to Sakini Musaliah and Sakini Gangamma, Shri
Ramachandraih was brought up in Kunavaram Village of Manuguru Mandal,
Bhadradri Kothagudem Dist, Telangana. He learnt the art of playing "Kanchu Thalam-
Kanchumelam” from his forefathers.

3- Shri Ramachandraih is the only person left in the tribe who is capable of
narrating the history of the sacred festival" Sammakka Sarakka Jathara " in Telugu and
Koya languages. This ancient art form is almost at the stage of extinction and hence
there is much need of protecting and promoting this dying art form for the upcoming
generations. He is teaching this art to the youngsters who are interested in learning this
particular art.

4. Shri Ramachandraih's story came into limelight by the documentary made by
Retired Osmania University Professor Jayadheer Thirumala Rao under the guidance of
the ITDA, Bhadrachalam. His speciality is that without taking a single break, he can
sing the entire tale of Goddess Sammakka-Sarakka continuously for 24 hours in
Telugu and Koya language as well. He shared his entire knowledge with the research
scholars, media and the youngsters regarding the ancient history, origin and culture of
the tribal community Koya.
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