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Ms. K. V. RABIYA

Ms. K. V. Rabiya is a physically challenged social activist hailing from Tirurangadi, in
Malappuram District of Kerala. She rose to prominence through her amazing role in the
Kerala State Literacy Campaign in 1990. She also initiated a volunteer organisation,
Chalanam(Motion), for the physically disabled and for mentally retarded children and run six
schools for them. She continues to serve as its President amidst serious health problems.

2. Born on 25"February, 1966 in Vellilakkadu, in remote rural suburb on the banks of
Kadalundi river in Tirurangadi. Though Ms. Rabiya had some health issues since childhood,
Rabiya could reach her Tenth grade at Tirurangadi High School because of her strong
determination. She attended the school classes by making pillion riding on her uncle's
bicycle. After completing her pre degree at PSMO College, Tirurangadi, Ms. Rabiya couldn't
continue her formal education. But wheelchair laden girl was not ready to yield. Along with
managing all personal needs by her own, she became an ardent reader. She started her social
intervention by giving tuition to the children in the vicinity.

3. In 1990, when Kerala Government started the literacy mission, Ms. Rabiya became
active in it. In June 1992, state authorities visited her classroom and were surprised to see the
impact of her work. Upon her requests to improve the basic infrastructure at her village, the
authorities sanctioned roads, electricity, telephone and water connection. The one-and-a-
half km road was aptly named Akshara (Word) Road. In 1993, she started a volunteer
organisation, Chalanam for rehabilitation of physically disabled and mentally retarded
children. It promotes health awareness, continuing education programmes and training for
women. It also established small-scale manufacturing unit for women, a women's library and
a youth club. She was involved herself in the "Akshaya: Bridging the Digital Divide" project
that made 'Malappuram the first E-Literate district in India.

4. Ms. Rabiya's life is a testimony to the success of uncompromising human will against
tragic mishaps. She was diagnosed with cancer when she was 32. When she was 34, she
accidentally slipped in bathroom and damaged a few spinal nerves which almost dumped her
into an inactive phase of life for years. During those bedridden days she wrote a book named Ente
Mauna Nombarangal' [My silent grievances]. She later wrote an autobiography named
“SwapnangalkkuChirakukalund' [Dreams have wings|. The Kerala Govt. has included a part of
her autobiography in the fifth standard Malayalam text book.

S. Ms. Rabiya's first national recognition came in 1994 with the National Youth Award
from the Ministry of Human Resource Development of the Government of India. Ms. Rabiya
received several Awards and Honour from Government of India, State Government and other
organizations viz. National Youth Award, Kannaki Stree Shakti Award etc.
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st . 1. fear

JAT B, A1 AT BRA B FAAYRA STl & [THRAMST | X8+ aTell b faaiT AT dRiddi © | d
1990 ¥ Bl oY WATERTT FHATT H U+ TG BT B BRI URIE g3 | Sei i iR AHRIS ©7 A
31eT Fedi & foly Uab Tdd! HiTe, I (HIeH) A I 6T ok 990 oy 88 e Iamg | I8 TR
TR FARTN & d1d 3D 31eeT B U H BRI HRAT SN T §ar & |

2. 25 BRENI, 1966 PI fTHRATE] H PHags! al & dc UR Ggx UMV IUTR dfcctalrerg H G J1eaT &
ST G371 | Blelllh S& gaud U & R ARy Hadl A off, olfd Ifdar o g8 Feay & dRu
fORATTET BTS Tehel H <adl Pell T Ugd Al | I AU =Tl &l Argfbel TR Ul ISfST HRd 8T Whl D!
PeTiall | ST oY | GauHa Bicidl, feRamsT # ol M—& g =1 & a1, o fam 1o siuaiRes
fR1efT SR 781 ¥ Fhl | fpe @IeTaiR IR R gd! gl DI dUR el ol | G RKITd SToxdl bl 30+
TH R YRT B b A1 Y b IATe] YIS 9 TS | SBi AU AP &5 H BRIT B1 FHAT STAUTH
& gl DI I TBR DI |

3. I 1990 H STd DRl TRBR 1 HIERdT AL & fobar ol G I8+ |l 81 178 | S 1992 H, 15T &
STEHIRAT =1 IADT PH&T BT ST (BAT 3R IS PHTH & YHTd Pl GIBR &4 X8 MY | 39 T H garal aid §
GUR B AR W, AJABIRAT 1 A, faurell, Seld SR I & R Bl Fl &1 | $3 fhadMier 3
ASH DI &R (761 IS A f&am 727 o1 | 99 1993 H, I RT3k AFRIS wU ¥ 1efd g=di & gAda &
o U T d! W6, FelH Y (6T | 98 AfRarsi & oIy FaRey STRRadhdT, I RIe BrRigH 3iR Jreror
BT 9e1dT AT B | B+ Afena & forg g9 Ao sa78, va ARl aderd 3R Uh gar dofd )
iU fohan | 9 e “sterd: i g feftee fSarge” uRArsr # enfAe off, fOras " HAWRH' Bl /IR 6T Ugel
$—1ER f5TelT 99737 |

4. GHN IfT 1 Sad g@s gTedl & Ul AHSIT 7 B aTell AT STOTRIRD BT AheAdT BT FH10T & |
T4 32 99 Bl off, T I° HAR BT UAT A oA | 59 34 99 B off, AT T Tl F e H T T8 &R
R S HE I @1 81 & R B Afua o faar, 9 I o 9uf dab Siiad & Hfspg ==or 4
R QT | B9 faeR R U &1 & QR 81+ Gl HIFT AR (W) {eb RIeb1ad) He Ueh Yo (1! | d1a
H IR [AIAHRIBHGS (ST 5d fd7) AMHS Th AADAT fofdl | B WRBR 7 Uledi Hell D
AT TS GRId H IAD] STHBAT BT Udh AT A (BT 2 |

3 AN ATIAT BT Ygell IR ISaT 1994 H AR IRDR & AT FHTE [ABT HATA (HRT TRBR) B
TSR JaT REPR F el | R TR, T ARBRI AR =7 GRA1AT I GAT AMGAT BT 37 REPR 3R

HHA U1 g Ol M1 AT [RBR, ‘H=1d] S Rh REDR' 3N |
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