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SHRI A.K.C. NATARAJAN

Shri A.K.C. Natarajan is one of the senior most Carnatic music exponents of the
country.

2. Born on 1%July, 1929 in Tiruchirappalli, Tamil Nadu to Shri A.K. Chinnakrishna Naidu
and Smt Rukmini Ammal, Shri Natarajan comes from a musical family that has been devoted to
wind instruments.. From the age of 10, he learnt vocal music from Alathur Venkatesa Iyer and
the Nagaswaram from [luppur Natesa Pillai. Though proficient in vocal music, Shri Natarajan
preferred the Clarionet in which he gave his first public performance in 1946 and was acclaimed
by leading artistes of the day.

3. Shri Natarajan joined the All India Radio in 1949 and served at Calicut and New Delhi.
There he was a part of the VadyaVrinda musical ensemble and worked along with the Sitar
maestro Pandit Ravi Shankar. He resigned his job to become a full-fledged Clarionet artiste in
1952. His performance that year in Madras was praised by the doyen Ariyakudi Ramanuja
lyengar. He was also given encouragement by the Nagaswaram maestro T.N. Rajarathinam
Pillai who conferred on him the title 'Clarionet Everest'. He has performed widely in India and
made concert tours to countries like U.S.A., Canada, U.K., Germany, New Zealand,
Singapore, Malaysia and Sri Lanka. His name became synonymous with the Clarionet and
enjoyed immense popularity. In 1958, he was presented a Golden Clarionet in appreciation of
his successful evolution as a much sought after musician.

4. Shri Natarajan is not only a great performer but also an innovator. His Raga Alapanas,
his Swara renditions and above all his special way of presenting Kritis are unique. His
Jugalbandi concerts along with veteran musicians and Jangroups abroad were highly
appreciated. He has given a different dimension to Carnatic music and has propounded a
new school of music with his innovative style. His work and methodology have been the
subject of a research study by Prof. William Powell of the Wesleyan University, U.S.A.

5. A Top Grade Artiste of the All India Radio, Shri Natarajan served as the Secretary of Sri
Thyagabrahma Mahotsava Sabha, Thiruvaiyaru and was appointed as the Asthana Vidwan
of religious mutts such as Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham, Sringeri Sharada Peetham,
Thiruvavaduthurai Adheenam and Dharmapuram Adheenam. Shri Natarajan was honored
by the Mayor of Cleveland, U.S.A., with 'The Key of City' in 1970. Hailed as a living legend, he
still continues to perform even at the ripe age of 92 and inspires the next-gen musicians
through his recitals.

6. In recognition of his distinguished service to Carnatic music, Shri Natarajan has been
bestowed with numerous prestigious awards and titles. His accolades include the "Sangeet
Natak Akademi Award' by the Government of India, Vitasavai Kalaignar' State Artiste Honor
and talaimamani' by the Government of Tamil Nadu, "Sangita Kalanidhi' from The Music
Academy, Madras and “Isai Perarignar' from Tamil Isai Sangam, Chennai.
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