Padma Shri

SHRI AMAI MAHALINGA NAIK

Shri Amai Mahalinga Naik is an innovative farmer from Dakshina Kannada
District of Karnataka who is known for tirelessly digging tunnels to irrigate his barren
land and transforming it into lush green farm. He single handedly dug 7 tunnels to
bring water to his farm. He is a living example for perseverance, optimism and
determination. He is known as “One-Man Army” and “Tunnel Man” in his surrounding
areas.

2 Born on 20" April 1944, Shri Naik constructed 300 percolation trenches, all
alone to increase the groundwater levels. He built 2 revetments and a tank of 12000
litres capacity. Now his land hosts Arecanut Palms, Coconut Trees, Cashew Trees,
Banana plant, cacao plants and Pepper Vines. He was working as agriculture labour in
and around Adyanadka. His landlord gifted him 2 acres of land in which he started
digging horizontal tunnels. He is known as water warrior. Failures never deter his
determination and he finally got water at his 6™ attempt and he is able to lead a self-
sustaining life with the water from the tunnel. His success story was brought to lime
light by Dr.Varanashi Krishnamoorthy and Adike Pathrike editor Shree Padre. Now
thousands of farmers visit his land to know more about the farming methods,
particularly to learn about water supply and water conservation he has adopted.

3. Shri Naik's endeavour has been telecast in the 'Water Warrior' series on
Doordarshan. History TV18 has telecasted an episode about him in its "OMG! Yeh mera
India" episode. The multimedia research centre of Mysore University has prepared a
documentary titled Incredible Tale of a water warrior. This movie won Jury Special
Mention Award at 10" National Science Film Festival of India (NSFFI -2020), organised
by Vigyan Prasar and Tripura State Council of Science & Technology at Tripura. Senior
Developmental Journalist, Shree Padre has written a booklet titled "Guddadamelina
Eka Vyakthi Synya."(One Man Army of the hillock) It was published by Krishi
Madhyama Kendra Dharwad. The honorable Prime Minister Shree Narendra Modi
applauded his achievements in his 85" edition of "Man ki Bath" programme. His farm
has become a model-farmland and has over 1000 visitors a year including the foreign
tourists.

4. Shri Naik was honoured with Varanashi Farmer of the year award - a big
recognition to the small farmer in 2004. He also received "Krishi Panditha award" from
the Agriculture Department, Government of Karnataka. Mangalore press club also
honored him for his achievements.
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