Padma Shri

SHRI DARSHANAM MOGULAIAH

Shri Darshanam Mogulaiah is an artist who sings folk and heroic songs by playing
the Kinnera, a unique instrument. The instrument (Kinnera) is one and only the oldest one
which has been surviving for the last 500 years. It is made of bamboo, round guards,
horns, honey, wax, mirror, strings and 12 steps. He comes from a poor migrated family. He
looks very simple but attracts everyone's attention with his modulated voice, historical
knowledge and unparalled body language. Telangana Government recognized his skills
and introduced him to the world.

2. Born on 1% January, 1949 at Ausalikunta village, Lingal Mandal, Mahabubnagar
District in Telangana. Shri Mogulaiah says, "I can live by begging but I do not leave my
Kinnera." He might not have studied the academic books but he can tell many kings' and
emperors' stories which are not written. He did not complete his schooling because of his
poverty. His poverty and problems troubled him like anything but he has not stopped the
singing by using his unique Kinnera. Hence people are calling him as Kinnera Mogulaiah.

3. Shri Mogulaiah's grandparents played 7 steps Kinnera, his father used 9 steps
Kinnera. His father used to tell that it is impossible to design a Kinnera with more than 9
steps. But he designed a 12 steps Kinnera which made him popular playback singer. He
started playing the Kinnera at the age of 9 and became skillful in using it at the age of 18.
The Government of Telangana gives rupees 10,000/ month as a pension to him.

4. Shri Mogulaiah migrated to Hyderabad, the Capital City of Telangana, which is 200
kms away from his home village for earning livelihood. But the Covid-19 pandemic spoiled
his plans to feed his family by working as a daily labour. At that situation, the Cine Hero
Pavan Kalyan saw him, recognized his skills and gave a chance as a playback singer in his
upcoming movie Bheemla Naik. This unexpected opportunity made him a real hero. His
life is alesson in 8" standard book of Telangana State, it is motivating the students as, "The
Sky is limit." He has been contributing his services by giving awareness programs in
various sectors. There is a Pillar with his name at Begumpet Metro Station. The State
Government has drawn his photo on that pillar.

5. Shri Mogulaiah has been appreciated, honoured and awarded by many organizations
like Potti Sreeramulu Telugu University, Shilparamam, Ministry of Culture Government of
India South Zone Culture Centre - Thanjavur, Vritthi Puranas Research Centre - Osmania
University, Infosys Foundation and so on.The Chief Minister of Telangana awarded him as
one of the best artists on the first Formation Day of Telangana State, with Ugadi Puraskar and
announced a grant of 1 crore rupees to build a house. The Governor of Maharastra Shri
Vidhyasagar Rao also honoured him.
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