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PANDIT SHIVNATH MISHRA

Pandit Shivnath Mishra is a Sitarist from Benares Gharana. He represents a
long lineage of Benares Gharana music tradition. He plays the four styles of Benares
Gayaki Ang - Dhrupad, Khayal, Thumri, and Tappa, on the Sitar thus creating a
unique style of playing the instrument. He has taken this lively and powerful style
around the world and taught it to many students from India and abroad.

2. Born on 12" October, 1943 in Varanasi, Pandit Mishra started learning Sitar
from the age of 8 from his uncle, legendary vocalist Pandit Mahadev Prasad Mishra
of Benares Gharana. In 1976, he received his Sangeet Pravin degree from Prayag
Sangeet Samiti, Allahabad. He was the Head of the Music Department at the
Sampurnanand Sanskrit University in Varanasi, where he worked for 36 years.

3. Pandit Mishra has written a book-My Musical Journey, which consists of his
129 compositions based on 80 Hindustani Ragas. He is an 'A' grade artist of All India
Radio and an "Established Artist" with Indian Council of Cultural Relations, an
autonomous body of Ministry of External Affairs.

4. Pandit Mishra has performed with several international jazz artist such as
John Handy, Paul Horn, David Freezen and Indian Classical artists such as Pandit
Kishan Maharaj (Padma Vibhushan awardee), Pandit Samta Prasad Mishra (Padma
Bhushan awardee) among others. He has played for National and International
Television like BBC, CBC (Canadian Radio), Rai TV (Italy), and many more. He has
given numerous demonstrations and has been a guest lecturer at many Universities
in India and abroad, like University of Brighton and University of Chichester, United
Kingdom under British Art Council also University of Torino, Italy, among others.
He has four LPs and several CDs produced by Indian and International recording
companies. He transfers his knowledge to many of his students in Guru Shishya
Parampara and teaches underprivileged children free of cost, so the music
carries on.

8, Pandit Mishra is a recipient of numerous awards and honours including U.P.
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award in 2004; Swathi Thirunal Award by the Maharaja of
Varanasiin 2015 and Recognition Award from International Yoga School of Spain.
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