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SHRI P. NARAYANA KURUP

Shri. P. Narayana Kurup is a Malayalam poet and literary critic from Kerala. He has also
chaired and helmed the operations of Thapasya (forum for art and literature), Margi (a centre for
classical arts), and is considered a connoisseur and critic of Kathakali and Koodiyattam.

2. Born on 5" September, 1934 in Harippad, Alappuzha, Shri Narayana grew up in a
culturally rich environment. Traditional art forms such as Kathakali performed in the precincts
of the Shri Subramanya Swami temple had a strong influence on him. After completing his
Masters in English literature, he joined the Central Information Service and served as Assistant
Editor and later as Editor in the Publications Division.

3s Shri Narayana was deputed to the Kerala Bhasha Institute in Thiruvanathapuram as
research officer. Later, he worked as Consulting Editor in the Encyclopaedic Publication of
Kerala Government. He was the editor of two encyclopedias (1985-1988) published by DC
Books. He was a member of the governing body of Kerala Kala Mandalam (1986 to 1992), All
India Vice-President of Sanskar Bharati, Agra (2000 to 2004) and a trustee of Bharat Bhavan,
Bhopal (2004 to 2010). He was a member of the Film Advisory Committee from 2002 to 2008. He
was re-appointed in 2015 and still holds the position.

4. Shri Narayana has authored more than 10 poetry collections including 'Astramalyam’,
'Hamsadhwani', 'Nishagandhi', 'Apoornathayude Soundaryam' and 'Dashapushpam'. Some of
his poems have a satirical tone that ruthlessly attacks the hollowness of urban living and the
politics of opportunities. Another aspect, seen time and again, is a deep veneration and recreation
of classical myths and images and as well as our spiritual traditions. The satirist in him penned
some of the most powerful poems during the 1976-77 Emergency period. 'Kadalaasu Kappal', his
first poetry collection published in 1962, was for children. "Ayyappa Sankaran", one of the poems
in it, became immensely popular and was included in Malayalam school curriculum.

S. Shri Narayana, besides poetry, has authored several significant works on satire and
criticism. His noted works in literary criticism are 'Kaviyum Kavithayum' (two volumes),
'Vrithapadanam', and 'Kaavyabimbam' "Kaviyum Kavithayum.® His work 'Kaviyum
Kavithayum is a critical study on poets which was included the graduate/post graduate
curriculums by many universities. This work remains an in-depth analysis of the life and
merits of six prominent Malayalam poetic voices of the fifties arid sixties. He has translated
many works into Malayalam including Goethe's Faust, Shakespearean plays and Hindi poems.
He has also authored travel memoirs as well as biographies on Shri Jawaharlal Nehru and Shri
Jayaprakash Narayan. Several of his works were the subject of Ph.D and M.Phil theses in
various Universities.

6. Shri Narayana is the recipient of numerous awards and honours including Kerala Sahitya
Akademi Award for Literary Criticism for 'Kaviyum Kavitayum Kurekkoodiin 1986; Kerala Sahitya
Akademi Award for Poetry for 'Nishagandhi'in 1991; Odakkuzhal Award, an Indian literary Award.
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