Padma Shri

SHRI H. R. KESHAVAMURTHY

Shri H. R. Keshavamurthy is a versatile artist in the art form called 'Gamka'. The art of gamaka
(meaningful and melodious rendering of verses from classical epics) has been there in our land since the
times of Ramayana. He has been recognized globally for his style of singing. His style is proven to be
Keshvamurthy Gharana just like Varanasi, Kanpur, Jaipur, Mumbai, Puna gharanas.

2. Born on 22™ February, 1934 to Vedabramha Ramaswamy Shastry and Lakshmidevamma.
Vedabrahma, Shri Keshvamurthy learnt his linguistic scholarship from his father who was a pouranika
(used to give discoures on epics). His initial training in gamaka was under the tutelage of Sri
Venkateshaiah , a senior Gamaki of yester years. He hails from Hosahalli, a tiny hamlet in Shivamogga
district of karnataka. This village is renowned as Gamaka Grama all over the state. This renown is owing
to his achievements.

3. During the last seventy-five years, Shri Keshavamurthy has given more than 5,000 programmes,
singing compositions of ancient as well as contemporary composers. His programmes with great Gamaka
artistes like vid. Lakshmi keshava shastry, Padma shri Awardee Mathoor Krishnamurthi, vid.
Markandeya Avadhani are heard and watched by hundreds and thousands of people all over Karnataka
and kannada associations all over India. The number of students whom he has been training at home
free of cost exceeds hundred.

4. The contribution of Shri Keshavamurthy in extending and expanding the scope of the art of
gamaka that grew over ages is immense and unique. He has been appreciated by music doyens like
Padmabhusan Lalgudi Jayaraman who heard. Sri Keshavamurthy sing verses from kumaravyasas
bharatha, jaiminis bharatha, pampas bharatha, rannas gadayuddha, harishchandra kavya, besides
vachanas, mankutimmannnakagga, devotional songs, hymns, ramayana, mahabharatha, bhagavatha,
kumarasambhava, raghuvamsha in Sanskrit in the gamaka style. He has never commercialized his art.
HMT brought out the Mahabharata rendering in more than one hundred cassettes with his singing and
Padma Shri Awardee Mathoor Krishnamurthi providing commentary on the singing. The success of this
prompted Udaya TV to broadcast his singing with Padma Shri Awardee Mathoor Krishnamurti's
commentary — everyday in the morning for over 15 years non-stop. He continued the gamaka programme
on Udaya TV with vid. Markandeya Avadhani which concluded in april 2016. The entire Kumara Vyasa
Bharata was recorded by him with vid. Lakshmi Keshava Sastry in 135 cassettes for the first time during
the early 70's which has been used as an authority for higher studies by postgraduates and Phd students
at various universities.

S. Shri Keshavamurthy has been a source of motivation and leadership for the construction of
Gamaka Bhavana at Hosahalli — for which his donation was the initiation , honouring veteran Gamaka
Artists for the past three decades , gamaka saptaha ( a weeklong celebration ) and competition for
youngsters. His personality is further adorned by simplicity, friendly demeanor, his nature of not
fingering at others and his sense of humor.

6. Shri Keshavamurthy has received numerous awards and citations. Major ones among them are -
The prestigious Karnataka Rajyotsava award; the Kumara Vyasa Prashasti -the highest award given to a
gamaka artiste. (He is the very first artiste to receive this award); Artist of the year - 1994 from Karnataka
Sangeeta Nritya academy; Gamaka sindhu - 2000 - from Attimabbe pratishtana, Gamaka gandharva -
1985; Gamaka kesari - 2009 from Shanti theosophical Society; Gamaka Chudamani - 2012 from his
Holiness Sri Sri Jayendra Saraswati Mahaswamiji and many more.

42




I T4, AR. DAl

1 UL 3R, BT TS TR 98T & U IgHE HATBR © | AN I H D bell (TRTOG Herawreal
@ Bal BT YUl 3R HYR ) HRIVT BIeT A & Jferd © | 98 371 1 el & fory fasa R # ufiig € | S9!
el IRTORY, HHYR, STAYR, G, TAT BRI &1 A8 &1 DT TR & B9 3 ST S 2 |

2 22 TRAY], 1934 DT SIS IARAHI RS IR AT T & T8l o, H1 SaH(cd = 9+ fOdr | Wi
M AT S U GRS Sl arad (T8 Heldhdl IR Jaad <d ) o | S i JHeE A THEH BT IRMS
TRIET0T T o, ST S 9T U IR TS TS o | 98 dicd & RITART Sl & Uh BIC 3 Td BEed &
& ITel © | I Mia R 75T H THG T B 79 A UG 2 | SHDT 21 S0h] SUAKI] B ST 2 |

3. e TaEeR 99t & SRM, o SHerEHfd 7 5,000 9 1¥H HRIHH f6 &, RT3 S 7= iR FHSTA
HNTHRI @1 TE1el &1 Mo fhar 2 | fagh Fef Seraema, ugash RIGR uradhdl 7R FOHEfd, fage Aoy
T ST HET THH HATBRI D AT IAD BRIHHA X PHAch 3R N IR D H~T$ Fal § goIRI AR KT G
3R < I & | 98 A1 ¥ 31 BTl & 'R W :3ged R w2

4 I BT ¥ BRI 76 Hert &3 BT AR <71 # 2t Serafc o1 A &iR ifg<di Anrer & | S
FRIET IR HIfias TR TYT QREHR TS ATelifs! SaRMT &R I8 8 | I 999, A cr=ThT, 9ith d,
ST, MRV, HETIRT, 9T, BHRETE, KA AT THD Lell § AP & AATd] FARSRT AR, SN AR,
YUT AR, 0T TER]E, RS B & Bal BT TR B o | S8l U DAl BT B IAGARNEHROT T8l [T |
TIUHAT A I T 3R UgHSN REGd AR GO & TR IR ARG & A1 U Al I 3w D3 § He™Rd
1 07 fhT | SHD! FHeTdT & q18 I&g Sl I T DI UgAH] REBR YT, 7R UM DI IRAT &
A1 YATRT B & fofg TR g1 3R g8 SR 15 aul  AfD FHY Teb T[S SHDBT TARYN HRAT V8T | 781+
g™ A< ST & 1T I8 A WR THS BRIHHA RN IG1, Si Vel 2016 TH AT | S=IT 70 B SUD D
YA H T B B AT FYUT HAR AT AR B Uil dR 135 DI H§ Repre o, et wanT fafe=
fa=afermerl # FdaRR iR 4Iva <1 B3l §IRT o0 3193 & oY Goh U101 AId & WU H foar S © |

5. ) e[ BT ool H D 9a & (0T & o7y IR0 & 1 3iR el Re & — e fofg a1 dler
o, fUeel M ST A ATHAN THD HATHIRI bl AT BRAT IT THD A8 (U A8 b deT~l dTell I d) Dl
JATATST 3fIR Jarrati & forq HfarRiarsii o1 TSt | Are ), Rk FagR, SRl & gRIs 7 B drell TPl 1R
faerefiar S91a afthe & oT 2 |

6. £ B DI 3P JREBR AR YR U5 I 8 &, ST I ¥E & — URified Flcd IAeqd
PRIEPR; BAR AT TRIRG— TTHD HATDR bl (AT ST aTell Hared YRIBR; (I8 I8 YIIWBR UT dlel Ugel DATDhIR
2); Priicd AT T ABIEH BT IY BT BATHR—1994; AT UM A T 48 — 2000; THS Terd —1985;
2Mifcr FErAtheret AIRATIET BT THS BRI — 2009; IoU 471 311 SRG IR AERAMISI H THD FSH0T — 2012
e |




