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SMT. SOWCAR JANAKI

Smt. Sankaramanchi Janaki, popularly known as Sowcar Janaki, is a versatile
Indian film actress, TV, voice, radio and stage artist who has appeared in more than 450
films in Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam and Hindi. She has essayed a wide variety of
roles in a career spanning 72 years and continues to do so. She is one of the few Indian
actors with the longest career span.

B Born on 12" December, 1931 in Rajahmundry, East Godavari District, Andhra
Pradesh, Smt. Janaki started her career as a prominent radio artist at "Aakashvani
Madras" at the age of 13. She made her debut in the year 1949 after her marriage, at the
age of 18, with the film Shavukaru, paired alongside Dr. NT Rama Rao, directed by the
doyen of the film industry and Dadasaheb Phalke awardee Shri LV Prasad and produced
by the Dadasaheb Phalke awardee, Late Dr. B.N. Reddy. This film gave her the moniker
"Sowcar".

3. Smt. Janaki has acted in films with Dr. MG Ramachandran, Dr. J. Jayalalithaa, Dr.
N T Rama Rao, Dr. Nageswara Rao, Dr. Rajkumar, Shri Sivaji Ganesan, Shri Gemini
Ganesan, Shri Prithviraj Kapoor to name a few. Some notable films being: Teen
Bahuraniyaan, Dosti Dushmani, Prem Geet, Oli Vilakku, Kaaviya Thalaivi, Puthiya Paravai,
Iru Kodugal, Thillu Mullu, Bama Vijayam, Ethir Neechal and Baabu. She has acted in Telugu
radio plays penned by prominent authors like Dr. P.V. Rajamannar, Shri Aarudra, Shri
Padmaraju Aacharya Atreya and others. She has also acted on stage in 3 popular plays
directed by notable director Shri. K. Balachander in over 300 shows.

4. Smt. Janaki has been a part of the Freedom movement during the Independence
struggle in 1946-47. She has worked closely with Dr. Durgabai Deshmukh during the
time. She recalls with great pride, the privilege to have served Mahatma Gandhi, as a
young volunteer when Bapuji visited Hindi Prachar Sabha, Madras. She has engaged in
various philanthropic activities, especially to do with women empowerment. She has been
arole model for generations owing to her disciplined and dedicated nature. She has served
as jury member twice, for the National South Indian Film awards committee at Delhi and
as chairperson for the State Telugu Film awards committee.

5. Smt. Janaki has received several awards and honours for her contribution to the
arts field and some notable ones are: Kalaimamani in 1969-1970; Puratchi Thalaivi Dr. J.
Jayalalithaa Special Kalaimamani Award in 2021; Nandi Award in 1987 and 2007; Sri
Krishnadevaraya Award; Karnataka State Rajyotsava Lifetime Achievement Award in 2015,
Filmfare Lifetime Achievement Award — South in 1984 and 2004; Wonder Women Awards-
evergreen entertainer of Indian Cinema in 2019. She has also received an honorary doctorate
from the World University, Arizona for Excellence in her chosen field in 1985.
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