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SMT. GURMEET BAWA (POSTHUMOUS)

Smt. Gurmeet Bawa was a renowned Punjabi folk singer. She was widely known for her
prominent role in the promotion and recognition of the culture of Punjabi Region of India
throughout the world. Her singing skills got famous because of her style of singing a long
breathless alaap (aka Lambi Hek in Punjabi) which exceeded the duration of 45 seconds in
every song she sang.

2. Born on 18" February, 1944, Smt. Bawa received her diploma in JBT from Patti (a village
in Punjab) after which she became a teacher of an elementary school. Afterwards, she got
married to Shri Gurkirpal Singh Bedi in 1968. This is when she began her singing career
commercially. She took Punjabi folk singing professionally.

3. Smt. Bawa commenced singing for the national Radio and Television right from early
years of her singing career. Later, she was upgraded as an A-High Artist of All India Radio. She
was known for performing with Punjabi folk instruments on every stage. She was the first
woman to sing for the inaugural ceremony of Doordarshan Jalandhar.

4. Smt. Bawa performed at various local, national and international stages. She performed
at Wagah Border on the occasion of opening ceremony of the first Indo-Pak bus. She
represented India in the Festival India, USSR, in 1988, under the directorship of ICCR. There,
in Georgia, she made a world-record for singing a breathless alaap (Lambi Hek) that went on for
45 seconds. This record has been notified in Guinness Book of World records and the record is
unbroken till date. She represented India in the Festival of India, Japan, 1989 again in the
directorship of ICCR. Through ICCR, she represented India and Punjabi folk culture in various
countries including Syria, Libya, Thailand, Malaysia, France, Pakistan, Canada, Russia, New
Zealand, Australia, etc.

S. Smt. Bawa gave her voice in various playbacks for Punjabi movies, namely, Sarpanch,
Balbeero Babhi, Lajjo, Suhaag Diyan Chudiyan, Jora Jatt. She recorded various songs with
numerous organizations and companies such as, Sangeet Natak Akademi, Punjab Arts
Council, North Zone Cultural centre, Spic Macay, ICCR, Song and Drama Division, Punjab Kala
Kendra, etc. She represented Punjabi Folk throughout the world for 53 long years. She kept
performing till her last breath.

6. Smt. Bawa was felicitated with numerous awards, notably, the State award of Punjab,
1991; Devi Ahilya Award by the Govt. of Madhya Pradesh; Singer of the millennium by
American Biorgraphical Institute; Lifetime achievement award, ETC; Zee Anhad award;
Kalpana Chawala award; Sangeet Natak Akademi award; Khalsa Trae Shatabdi award,
Anandpur Sahib; 550" Guru Nanak Jayanti award, Shan-e-punjab award; Punjai filmfare
award etc.

7. Smt. Bawa passed away on 21" November, 2021.
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